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Fiction 
Kantor, MacKinlay 
World. Oct. 23, 1961. 957p. $6.95. (IIb) 
Near what now the northern border Iowa, separat- 
ing from Minnesota, lies group lakes, which 
the largest called Spirit Lake, from which descend 
southward into Iowa East Okoboji and West Okoboji 
Lakes. the abnormally severe winter 1856-1857 
number pioneering families had set their cabins 
claims this area, the larger number them along 
the Okobojis. March that dreadful winter, 
band degenerate Indians, outlaws from their own 
tribes, attacked one after another the cabins and 
massacred all but few their inhabitants, brutally 
and demoniacally. Three the women were taken 
captive, abused and terrorized; some the men who 
had been desperate mission bring more 
and one another who had set out for help were the 
only survivors. The massacre Spirit Lake the 
historical event from which MacKinlay Kantor has 
constructed this monumental novel. 


have used the word “constructed” deliberately, for 
seems that this novel has been built almost 
painstakingly, from foundation rooftop, fitting to- 
gether piece after piece literary masonry, blocks com- 
pounded research and creative (or recreative) imagi- 
nation. Until, finally, the explosive elements built in- 
the fabric are touched off and the whole story ex- 
plodes protracted chain horrors which destroys 
family after family folk whom one has come 
know almost intimately. The cumulative effect tre- 
mendous, tragic and horrific. The novel is, indeed, 
shocking, literally so; and for other reason, mem- 
orable. 


Spirit Lake 


would pointless try summarize the entire 
story. Mr. Kantor’s method take family group after 
family group and follow them from their eastward 
homes further and further west until they have arrived 
the site where they hopefully and valiantly intend 
stay, build their homes, and make their lives. Rowland 
Gardner’s large and pleasantly homely family, the 
young doctor Isaac Harriott and his French-Canadian 
friend Bertell Snyder, stonecutter Marble and his wife, 
the Thatchers, the Howes, the Mattocks, the optimistic 
assortment men who comprise the Red Wing Com- 
pany, and (the only entirely fictitious group) the 
French-Canadian Plouray brothers and the wife 
Arnaud,—all have their personal stories, their separate 
existences and their common fate. There is, beside, 
the intrepid trapper and woodsman, Morris Markham, 
whose fate was not only escape the slaughter but 
disbelieved when tried summon aid for the 
settlement. These are good people, God-fearing, decent 
and hard-working, long-suffering and courageous. Per- 
haps, because there are, after all, many them 
whose lives are gradually woven together, few them 
seem take complete possession our sympathies. 
But they are more than mere figures tapestry; they 
are three-dimensional human beings, men, women and 
children. 


Alternately, looking before him from time time, 
Kantor follows the dehumanized villains this drama, 
the filthy and verminous, murderous and thieving, lust- 
ful and depraved band wretches who gather around 
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the wily and devilish Inkpaduta, banished 
tribe for multiple murders. They are foul as- 
semblage one will meet any fiction and, any- 
thing said about their description, must that 
Mr. Kantor has been too great pains keep remind- 
ing their degeneracy. His emphasis their sexual 
aberrations grows first nauseous, then tiring. But 
should also pointed out that makes these degener- 
ates disgusting and abominable. seems suggest 
that only degraded creatures could perpetrate the 
monstrous crime which they are guilty. Among 
them, forced into their company, the pitiable Indian 
woman, Corn-Sucker, whose great tragedy that half 
her face had been horribly disfigured infancy and 
she had thenceforth had suffer rejection and con- 
tempt even among her own decent Indian people. Hers 
tragedy greater perhaps than any other, and oddly 
enough she comes more alive than any the others, 
Indian white. 


This monumental construction. Its 931 pages 
story, (the remainder are supplementary comment and 
bibliography, with map facing page 952 which one 
should know about beforehand for reference), are close 
printed. is, have noted, shocking story and 
one that will, times, revolt the reader sensitivity. 
But should also added that, though this story 
suitable only for strong-stomached adults, the near and 
actual obscenities are not glamorized and seem, least 
part, necessary contrast the victims and their mur- 
derers. The problem reader will have face 
similar that was confronted with the same 
author’s Andersonville. Having been forewarned, cave- 


emptor. 
Grady, S.J. 


White, Patrick Riders the Chariot 
Viking. Oct. 532p. $5.95. (Ila) 


Patrick White’s latest novel not easy appraise. 
fact there might some question whether 
novel all, and not rather five short stories with 
interlude and epilogue. Some readers will enjoy 
the perceptive writing; others, less interested style, 
will find him long-winded telling story. White 
seems more interested giving his readers the 
color, the taste and smell and feel event than 
getting with his tale. The theme, however, 
the grand scale: the problem good and evil, the 
world, and how like recognizes like. All the good 
people have vision Ezeckiel’s Chariot the Lord 
and recognize each other this sign. One the 
author’s greatest successes, indeed, his presenting 
the good attractive and creditable manner. One 
small objection might made, wit that what 
counts good mostly instinctive and has little 
with reason and rational choice. The only formal 
religion that comes off well the Jewish, and even 
that seems based more feeling and delight 
ritual than intelligence. (It rather remarkable 
also that the course the story three people are 
converted from Judaism Catholicism, but each 
case, the change one convenience and way 
involves the heart.) 

The novel opens with the story Miss Hare, who now 
lives the ruined splendor Xanadu, mansion 
built her grandiose but unstable father. child, 
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she was ugly that she was despised and neglected 
both her parents that the unloved child found 
her comfort being with animals, wild and tame. 
Now her later years, she still seeks solace the 
tangled brush the once grand estate. One day there 
she meets the Jew, Himmelfarb, and learns his story. 
had been born Germany and suffered much. 
his Bar-Mitzvah seemed realize that was 
one the Lord’s elect suffering; but his youthful 
arrogance sought escape his fate living sensu- 
ally and making friends with the powerful 
His studies took him England, from which returns 
fight World War After the war, became 
Herr Professor and married pious Jewess whom 
lost the Hitler persecution, saving his own life 
running away and hiding with friends. The guilt 
suffers from this act cowardice haunts him the rest 
his days, that not the horrors the gas chamber 
the promise happiness the new state Israel 
can touch him. resolved come Australia and 
live there unknown and await his fate. 


This fate being prepared two evil widows, Mrs. 
Flack and Mrs. Jolley. has come their attention 
that the Jew being visited Mrs. Godbold and they 
imagine the worst. Mrs. Godbold, though she had 
married unwisely, very “rock love” not only 
her six young daughters but every one need. 
the story, she represents the Mother God, Miss 
Hare resembles Mary Magdalene. Before the climax, 
one more character introduced, Alf Dubbo, abo- 
riginal with flair for painting. story the most 
sordid, (but handled with admirable discretion) and 
longs depict the dying Christ and the Chariot. 
works the same shop Himmelfarb and, although 
scarcely word passes between them, they recognize 
each other kindred Good Friday, the 
worst happens. Mrs. Flack’s nephew urges the crowd 
crucify the Jew, whom they proceed belabor, 
mock and spit upon and, finally, hang tree. Al- 
though Himmelfarb’s life saved the time, 
breathes his last the hovel Mrs. Godbold, at- 
tended her and Miss Hare. The author, should 
noted, portrays these daring scenes, paralleling our 
Lord’s passion, with good taste, reverence and credi- 
bility. 

the epilogue, Dubbo paints his pictures and dies. 
Miss Hare just vanishes. Mrs. Flack and Mrs. Jolley 
live their days mutual distrust. Only Mrs. God- 
bold and her children are left manifest the glory 
the Lord. Mr. White frequently writes like poet, 
and his syntax often adopted from that medium. 
The structure the novel and the story-telling might 
improved. But adults who would develop their 
sensibilities and who not mind underplaying 
the rational element man, will find this novel worth 


William Schweder, 

Georgetown University 

Shelton, Jess Martin’s Land 
Chilton. Oct. 18, 1961. 387p. $4.50. (IIb) 
1794 Henry Martin, most his relatives dead, 
headed west from Virginia and met, Shawnee coun- 


try, Choctaw, Tullock Chisko (Drinker Stone 
Juice) whose daughter Chunasha Chipunta (Small 
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Moccasin) had been captured the Shawnees. After 
rescuing the fourteen-year-old girl, the three headed 
west and Upper Louisiana crossed the Mississippi 
into Osage country. There they became friendly with 
the fierce Osages who took the refugees into their life 
and even assented Martin’s request for isolated 
valley where could grow corn and make whiskey, 
his way preparing for the eventual coming the 
white man, getting the ground floor and mak- 
ing something himself. 


Martin took Small Moccasin his woman and in- 
gratiate himself more firmly with the Osages, made the 
long trek back with furs and brought 
them rifles which the French coureurs-de-bois had been 
unable obtain from the Spanish. For this was 
given Wakau-Ibatse, (Wind Woman), extremely 
beautiful From the two wives, Martin produces 
three children, Opahanni (John), Chonkeh (Paul), 
and Inikashiga (Amanda), the latter two being 
the children Wind Woman. When Drinker 
Stone Juice and Wind Woman were killed raiders, 
Martin took terrible revenge, planting the heads his 
enemies lances around the periphery his property. 
The time following marked the apex Martin’s success 
and happiness. gave his Indian wife and half-breed 
children full status and tried improve them edu- 
cation. 


But then came the Robinsons with blonde Martha 
whom Martin coveted and whom took exchange 
for land and employment with her father. She bore 
him two sons, Douglas and Clement. this time 
also, Americans came into the territory and France 
was about sell Louisiana the United States, the 
largest landowners the territory convened and Henry 
became proud his position one them. also 
participated treaty which, partly deception, 
moved his friends the Osages further westward. Mar- 
tin’s family became split into white and Indian and, 
after Henry had willed his land his white sons, 
trouble broke out. From here the story progresses 
with the inevitability Greek tragedy, John and 
Paul join the Osages and murder Henry’s co-conspira- 
tors, planting their heads lances around the peri- 
phery the valley. The affair culminates when Clem- 
ent and Douglas lead posse seek out their half- 
brothers and, when all four brothers are killed, Martin 
left alone with his remorse. 


From most standpoints, this excellent story. 
well-conceived and well-executed. The characters are 
realistic, the plot development exact and logical, the 
background excellently filled in. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, like the novel recently published another au- 
thor frontier life and Indians, this story also, under 
the guise naturalism, abounds sexual immorality 
with great deal vulgarity and occasional profanity 
thrown in. For this reason, though would not 
harmful mature adults, cannot recommended 
highly otherwise might deserve. 


Wolf, Ph.D. 


Wodehouse, Service with Smile 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 15,1961. 218p. $3.75. (1) 


For all Wodehousians the advent P.G.’s most recent, 
(the 80th), effort will probably greeted with cheers 
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and bravos. The story another volume the adven- 
tures the people who come and Blandings 
Castle. The plot bit creaky, since concerns 
rich girl, Myra Schoonmaker, who daffy over poor 
but courageous curate, the Reverend Cuthbert Bailey 
(also called Mr. Merriwether order get him into 
the castle and see Myra). Lady Constance, sister 
Lord Emsworth, Myra’s guardian, while Myra 
England. Lady Constance and Mr. Schoonmaker are 
very much love, but her patrician overbearing pre- 
vents Schoomaker from popping the big question. One 
the funniest parts the book description the 
potion called “May Quéen” which concocted 
order give Jim Schoonmaker courage enough say, 
“Will you?” consists “champagne, brandy, kiim- 
mel and green chartreuse,” and the ingredients are 
mentioned because they are typical the ingredients 
the story. 


Quite loosely holding the narrative together the das- 
tardly plot steal Lord Emsworth’s famous pig. The 
Duke Dunstable wants because can sell 
huge profit. The Duke perfect caricature the 
stage John Bull who thinks everyone but “potty.” 
Lavendar Briggs, the mannish secretary, arranges 
steal the pig because she needs 500 pounds set 
her own typing establishment and she too, with her 
broad “a” mannerisms, makes herself nauseous wher- 
ever she may be. Lord Tilbury, now famous pub- 
lisher, but formerly known “Stinky,” also lusts for 
the possession the pig. However, the one who runs 
away with the show Lord Ickenham, preposterous 
but lovable clown who plots and counterplots broad 
Falstaffian manner, constantly foiling Lady C’s efforts 
oust him from the castle. His euphuistic rosy dia- 
logue dominates most the book, but you are glad 
it. Well, course, the plot crazy and the characters 
whacky; but delightful bit escape fiction that 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Wheaton College, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Wellard, James Sound Trumpets 
Little, Brown. Oct. 25, 1961. 256p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Major Gauvain France, Lieutenant Culpepper the 
United States and Captain Oliver and Sergeant Gud- 
gins England have received permission travel 
Kharma Valley. This distant province Qajar, 
kingdom the Middle East, and can only reached 
crossing long stretch desert and snow-covered 
mountains. Their purpose see whether the Valley 
suitable for missile air base, for the Russian frontier 
only twenty-five miles away. The expedition runs 
into all sorts difficulties. There is, first all, the 
clash personalities. The cynicism Gauvain, the 
bluntness Culpepper, and the sensitiveness Gud- 
gins lead many quarrels. Then Gauvain becomes 
seriously ill and has sent back. Finally, they are 
attacked group the fierce Sacchis, and Gudgins 
seriously wounded. But the Turani, who inhabit 
Kharma Valley, come their rescue and bring them 
their destination. 


Here they meet Dr. White, who renounced lucrative 
London practise order dedicate his life this 
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primitive people. Through him they get appoint- 
ment with the one-eyed Khan, the head the Turani, 
and are bluntly informed that their Valley will not 
used for military installations. But not all the news 
bad. Gudgins slowly recovers. Culpepper discovers 
oil, and Oliver falls love with Sharaz, young 
exceedingly attractive woman; after brief courtship 
they become man and wife according the 
rite the Turani. 


Culpepper anxious inform his superiors what he| 
has found, and starts the return journey 
Hardly has done than small plane lands 
Valley with Gauvain board. persuades Oliver 
and Gudgins back with him. And then disaster 
strikes. The Sacchis trap and kill Culpepper 
mountains, fire upon the low-flying plane, and 
wounded pilot has make emergency landing in| 
the desert. Gauvain, despondent because illness, 
family problems and failure rise higher the French 
army, commits suicide. Gudgins and Oliver set out 
foot for the Valley. But the weakened sergeant soon 
dies thirst and exhaustion, and only the timely ar- 
rival some people from Kharma saves Oliver from 
similar fate. 


This novel intrigue and romance started out well, 
also marred places profane and vulgar expressions. 
But there are many interesting observations about the 
strange and often gruesome customs the Sacchis and 
the Turanis. Undoubtedly these are the result first- 
hand information, for Mr. Wellard wrote this book 
while lecturing the University Iran. 


Stephen McKenna, 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Harris, John Covenant with Death 
Sloane. Oct. 4,1961. 442p. $4.95. (IIb) 

Consider this moment time when sounds armor 
clink the night and preparation poises the brink 
battle. The quiet stir either camp hums the 
still air; each army sees the other’s face; steeds 
fully neigh; armorers are busy closing chambers up. 
The countryside France the slow-paced morning 
sings with larks and sound chaffinch. Proud their 
numbers and overconfident soul the dug-in enemy 
chide the low-rated English who, condemned like sacri- 
fices, sit patiently and inward ruminate the morning’s 
danger. With thoughts sceptred island, that blessed 
that earth, that realm, they pluck comfort from 
each other’s looks. See this brawl ridiculous bearing 
mind Poitiers and Crecy, and look what their mock 
eries be! 


But the battle not Agincourt. It’s July 1916, 
the day the Somme salient where the British under 
Sir Douglas Haig, holding fifteen miles the twenty- 
five mile attack, lost 60,000 men, the blackest, bloodiest 
day British history. 


see how black and how bloody was you must 
relive through the eyes Mark Fenner, Yorkshire 
reporter who the narrator this compelling and 
different war novel. 1914, burst patriotic 
enthusiasm, Mark and his fellow journalists join one 
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the first the new volunteer City Battalions, “Kitch- 
ener’s men,” they were called. They train—Gor- 
blimey how they train!—in civvies, equipment-less, 
city park, digging trenches, cursing their lot and 
ram-rod straight Sergeant-Major Bold. Two years 
intensified training lead frustration and guard duty 
the Suez Canal. Then “the Big Push” announced. 
The battalion shipped the front where they have 
nine days experience the rat-infested trenches and 
where common stumble across the body 
Frenchman dead for who knows how long. Then Back 
the lines for more rehearsal, delay, short leave, 
even shorter love affair for Mark, and more intermi- 


nable, suspenseful preparation. 


With bagpipes wailing, obsolete-since-Crimea cavalry 
glittering the sun, Aussies, Indians, Irishmen poised, 
the whole might the Empire one-two-three waves 
humanity jumps off gloriously into the Valley 
Death. the 795 Mark’s battalion, 717 perished, 
every officer, every friend, among them Frank Mason 
who was Mark’s love rival, Locky the cynic who nearly 
became Mark’s brother-in-law, and Sergeant-Major 
Bold, that John Gaunt type British backbone. 
Coming out alive was, ironically, lance corporal 
Murray, brash, hare-brained kid who like Hotspur 
nearly plucked bright honor from the pale-faced moon. 


The writing horror behold, both senses the 
word. Like the recent documentary film Mein Kampf, 
the pictures described are horrifying vivid and arrest- 
ing: corpses crucified barbed wire, flies feasting 
gangrenous sores, skeletons bleaching the sun, dead 
men staring eyeless Man’s Land, the cries the 
maimed, the futility the whole bloomin’, barmy mess. 
And side side the poppies grow. extremely 
good descriptive detail, but overwritten. Dr. 
Johnson said, you don’t have describe every vein 
the petal. Author Harris does exactly that. jour- 
nalist profession good observer. But pro- 
portion overuses his newspaper eye, his novel 
suffers. Shortened half, his “Day of” book would 
have much more impact. 


However, not mean equate his book with those 
the Lord and Bishop school. His more serious and 


accomplishes what sets out do. Even though his 


message trite (we, especially we, know that war 
hell), still need reminded again and again 
that war archetypal idea which steadfastly resists 
change the mind man. that sunshiny awe- 


some day 1916, England’s manhood ignominiously 
slunk the grave. fair and foul day was. How 


different from Agincourt, but how glorious too! 


John Murray, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Crosswind 
Viking. Oct. $4.95. (IIb) 


This interesting adventure story, better than most, 
which relies description and action for its appeal, 
and carries socio-political bonus with it. Action takes 
place mythical Latin American country called 
Ruedo, banana republic brought date. Themes 


played upon are flying, gambling, bull-fighting, deep sea 
fishing, the refinements torture, military operations, 


intrigue, power, and natural selection. 
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Since any deep characterization might spoil the pace, 
stock set characters include irresistible hero, and 
suitable matching heroine, fat slob Latin politico, 
ruthless but magnetic dictator, mixed-up second-rate 
movie actress, crass Americans Latin setting, 
minor diplomat, and numbers assorted women, near- 
all whom can placed category which the 
hero outlines his reference “the fallacious theory 
that there are two kinds women.” Also fliers, sol- 
diers, bandits, etc., and Congressman Lacayo, man 
the people government,” who provides the socio- 
political bonus which reference has been made. 


the course one month, the hero Lucas Hadley 
arrives Ruedo, gets job with the government airline, 
studies its operations and apparently improves them, 
gets and out revolution, engages rather inten- 
sively natural selection with airline stewardess, 
bar girl, the actress, and his secretary, falls love, 
undergoes get-rich-quick process regeneration, and 
gets the girl. 

Ruedo has fine revolution the traditional manner, 
but with important extras. The fat slob politico builds 
himself for the receiving end magnificent 
double- cross the dictator who returns from exile. 
Lucas flies his girl, her patrician family, and Congress- 
man Lacayo out from the cross fire the capital city. 
Lacayo winds securely snug position the 
mountains the back country, with something that 
nice have, namely, much the national treasury 
assets happened carried American currency, 
for his conduct the real social revolution, dis- 
tinguished from the palace revolution the capital. 
This breezy tale will serve most useful purpose 
helps distinguish the popular view the profound 
difference between social and palace revolutions, and 
the need for real social revolutions, bloody not, 
many parts the world. 

Description appealingly and absorbingly skillful. 
moves the action along. Tropical terrain described 
from aircraft, the features which terrain not lie 
where they should according the charts the gov- 
ernment airline, definitely holds attention. The account 
all the flying, from fancy takeoff crosswind 
crash, and including the business operations, excel- 
lent. are the descriptions the gambling, bull- 
fighting, deep-sea fishing, and torture section the 
Ruedan national police. 

“Civil liberty too abstract concept for fifteenth 
sixteenth century people, for that what most 
them are.” Thus speaks the Dictator who returns from 
exile. There can doubt, according the way 
his country portrayed this work, that there truth 
what says. The reader left wonder how 
successful the Congressman Lacayo will with his 
operations the mountains. 


Something further can said about the treatment 
natural selection. The hero Lucas before his love and 
regeneration engages most interesting game with 
the mixed-up second-rate actress her apartment. 
They appear playing “Who gets what?” Both are 
very good players. doesn’t matter too much how the 
game comes out. Lucas says: didn’t care about win- 
ning. was just game.” But, course, does 


all right. 
Robert O’Brien, Ph.D., 
The Pennsylvania State University 
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Barbeau, Clayton The Ikon 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 19,1961. 255p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This Mr. Barbeau‘s first novel, written during his 
senior year the University Santa Barbara. 
fine piece early writing this reviewer has ever 
read, and shows strong promise good career ahead. 
war story, but rises above the mere excitement 
action its concern with the inner spirit man. 
The theme well stated quotation from James 
Collins: “Our souls are made unmade the quality 
our response being and the trials bodily life.” 


The main character, Warren, average young 
American, without belief, brave, trying make mean- 
ing his experience, and looking for something that 
will satisfy the yearning his heart. volunteers 
for combat duty the front line Korea; some 
confused way thinks will confront God there. 
This one the weak spots the novel; Warren’s 
motivation obscure and not quite convincing. 
any case once the story gets Korea, this uncertainty 
swept away the tension warfare. This the 
strongest point the work. The scenes soldier life, 
their talk and characters, their dangerous missions, their 
boredom and trench life, the complexity and strange- 
ness scientific war, their fear and bravery and sacri- 
fice, are beautifully presented. Warren’s fumbling 
search for God goes amid these scenes, 
previous life woven means flash-backs—a 
walking tour France, pure love affair with Cath- 
olic girl California, who hesitated marry him be- 
cause his lack religious belief. conclusion, 
Warren, wounded and the hospital, finds answers 
his questions and leave him with every prospect 
happiness. 


For first book, this good one, strongly written, real 
and realistic, clear theme. But has faults also. 
The motivation the characters not clear. The 
theme too neatly imposed the action. The plot 
ending, for example, when ikon saves Warren’s life, 
nearly trite. Mr. Barbeau has the power evoke 
living characters, and would too bad sub- 
ordinated them some thesis his future books. 
“Literature,” the Abbé Dimnet remarks, “wrestles with 
life and often gets beaten, but the struggle compels our 
homage.” Mr. Barbeau has too much potential for real 
literature for him lured into writing thesis stories 
wherein shadowy characters through few motions 
prove idea. This book suitable for adults, but 
should used with caution below the college level. 
There certainly nothing objectively wrong it, but 
the language and realism preclude general recom- 
mendation for these levels. 


Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, D.C. 


Maund, Alfred The International 
McGraw-Hill. Oct. $5.95. (IIb) 


“If you get job-scared the union racket, you’re dead,” 
vice-presidents the International told themselves and 
Wick Simmons reminds himself this new 
novel, the author’s third. For the International was 
run its president—an old-timer who had ruled the 
organization unchallenged for years—and vee pee’s were 
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expendable. Wick’s first action the book the tak- 
ing from another (demoted) creden- 
tials and rented car; the procedure was standard. And 
through much Wick anticipates his own eventual 
replacement the president’s whim. 


Writing milieu knows intimately, Mr. Maund, 
public-relations director for labor union himself, 
has fashioned here novel that will repel many its 
bluntness and vulgarity language. problem 


assignations with her. move world where the 
virtues fidelity, love, and constancy are obscured 


ignored; and Wick’s fidelity the injured Julie the 


later pages the book sets off unimpressively against 
his continuing infidelity his wife. Little made 
any conflict within him this score. 


Yet Wick has undoubted devotion the cause 
unionism and justice for the worker. The phrase “my 
people” becomes important one, and the end 
the people who decide the future the union 


their votes. 
The major episodes the book involve labor dispute 


proposals, worker dissatisfaction, counter-proposals, plot- 


ting, strike, violence, settlement—and convention 


Washington which the question future leader- 


ship last brought out into the open and settled. 


This reviewer found The International too protracted 
and marred not only the naturalistic realism with 
which written but melodrama, fortuitous coin- 
cidence, and impossible bit which Julie, disguised 
Negress and accompanied her young son, 
smuggled into first-class hotel Atlanta and main- 
tained there several days. 


Presenting somewhat stereotyped form the struggle 
for power within major twentieth-century phenome- 
non, the giant labor organization, this work focuses 
the physical manifestations that struggle rather than 
upon the more subtle problems corruptions and 
drives within the combatants. Basically novel plot, 
likely appeal mainly those with interest 
the labor movement who like their conflicts and 


language raw. 
John Phillipson, 
The University Akron, 
Akron, Ohio 


Nicolson, Robert The Whisperers 
Knopf. Oct. 16,1961. 130p. $2.95. (1) 


Robert Nicolson Scotchman who has spent all his 
life the British civil service, and written his spare 
time three novels, which The Whisperers the first 
published the United States. After making the 
acquaintance his Mrs. Ross, the delightful old eccen- 
tric who the heroine The Whisperers one can only 
regret that Mr. Nicolson has not found more time for 
writing. 

Mrs. Ross old girl her seventies, living 
National Assistance Glasgow Slum. Her lodgings 
are sordid mess old newspapers, unwashed milk 
bottles, dust and the ashes dead fires, but Mrs. Ross 
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lives with dignity and complacency dream world 
fabricated bits and pieces information gleaned 
during her daily visits the public library. Her con- 
cerns are not her penniless condition, her leaky shoes, 
her criminal son and her deserting husband, but rather 
the subversives the next floor about whom she writes 
regular reports Scotland Yard. 


With beautiful compassion, and wry humor Mr. Nicol- 
son traces what happens Mrs. Ross when she arouses 
the interest doctors, psychiatrists and 
social workers who undertake relieve her of* her 
hallucinations. this simple story, the author seems 
affirming what all surmise—that need our 
dreams and that “facing may the worst 
possible solution life’s disappointments. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Thousand Betrayals 


Pirro, Ugo 


Simon and Schuster (Trident Press). Oct. 1961. 
$3.95. 

Thousand Betrayals novel which belongs great 
measure the main stream Italian naturalism which 
has arisen since World War II. Taut, spare, almost 
skeletonic its phrasing, Mr. Pirro’s book more than 
little reminiscent the film Open City, another 
product post-war disillusion. 


The greater part the novel’s action takes place 
Sardinia, where the narrator and protagonist, Ugo Mat- 
tone, Italian army lieutenant, finds himself face 
face with the many problems set the surrender 
the Italian armies the mainland 1944. Every- 
where there chaos, discipline among the troops has 
broken down completely, and political allegiance now 
ranges from die-hard adherence the monarchy, 
through blind faith resurgence, hopes 
for new socialist state. himself unsure 
his position; conflicts rage within him; but his one real 
desire “home,” the Italian mainland. After 
desertion from his company, finds asylum the 
Sardinian mountains with band 
ally smuggles himself aboard transport which takes 
him Naples; and there, that Allied-occupied city, 
finds final fulfillment sort. 


Ugo Mattone recognizable type, the soldier without 
ideals who has real understanding the issues in- 
volved any war. Yet searcher after truth and 
determined find it; and ever conscious the 
fact that some subtle, not quite understandable way 
has been betrayed. What his final destiny will 
not made clear. 


The novel reeks with sex; and the immature puri- 
tanical reader may find unpalatable for that reason. 
But there artistic justification for the author’s insist- 
ence upon the paramont role that sex plays the lives 
his pathetic and victimized soldiers; and there 
dismal grimness about the sordid recital affairs 
which tells only too plainly that the utter 
joylessness which accompanies them has little relation- 
ship genuine love. 


indictment war itself, institution from which 
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man, nation, really emerges victorious. War 
the novel seen brutalizing thing which under- 
mines almost every vestige human decency, and 
makes mockery love, honor and self respect. Hate, 
greed, lust, the blind instinct for preservation— 
these emerge the dominant emotions called forth 
war, among conqueror and conquered alike. 


There are fine descriptive passages the book. Par- 
ticularly well done are the scenes the Sardinian 
mountains; and the novelist opens for vistas 
area Italy little known the average tourist: 
area where the brigand, the vendetta, and the pastoral 
life combine carry out the traditions way life 
long since departed from the rest Italy. Equally 
vivid are the pictures Naples the first months 
the Allied occupation: Naples with its streets crowded 
with soldiers, black-market racketeers, gangs juvenile 
delinquents, and refugees. 


well written novel, admirably translated from the 
Italian Frances Frenaye, Thousand Betrayals 
naturalistic work genuine power. Its insistence upon 
sexual affairs, and the detail which certain these 
affairs are described, would seem limit its suitability 
mature adults (and not all them, perhaps). 


Stephen Ryand, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Kiely, Benedict The Captain With the Whiskers 
Criterion. Oct. 288p. $4.50. (Ila) 


When young Owen Rogers arrived early for the sheep- 
dog trials the Chesney place, stumbled scene 
startling was link him the Chesney family for 
life. What shocked his young mind and heart was the 
spectacle five cringing children drilling the barn- 
yard their father barked commands—their young 
spirits under seige tyrant man. Fascinated, 
Owen learns that cultivated cruelty often the only 
thing distinguish man from the beasts, and comes 
number among his private nightmares the encounters 
have with the arrogant little Captain with the 
whiskers. Early Owen discovers that “every- 
thing human rots and rots” and speculates awe 
“about the secret moments men when they are seen 
only the people completely their power and 
the God who made them.” The attempt invade 
another’s spirit, one gathers, akin diabolical pos- 
session and must trumpet heaven for vengeance. 


Owen Rogers the hero this novel which takes place 
Ireland after World War II. Others, however, be- 
sides the fantastic Captain, certifiable monster,” 
enter Owen’s life. His father, fortunately, wise, 
kindly doctor with gift for music. His priest, less 
happily, scholar, good man, but frustration and 
drink have tarnished the bright shine his priesthood. 
The Chesney boys and misshapen their 
father’s cruel whims and iron hand—nevertheless en- 
dure and the account their subsequent relationship 
with Owen fills the book with love and jealousy, pity 
and heartache. 

Irish author Benedict Kiely does not tell Owen’s dis- 
turbing story anger. reveals too much under- 
standing, humor and irony for anger ever dominate 
his craft. controls the action the story within 
the limits style that turn racy, ironic and 
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brightened lyricism not altogether surprising 
talented author who professes take his inspiration 
from Yeats. 


the stream Owen’s story runs on, one finds con- 
firmation what hinted earlier the book: 
speaking Owen and the plight the Chesney chil- 
dren, Kiely actually talking about the lamentable 
plight Ireland. Understood thus, the book reads 
ironic parable about the decline the Irish race. 
The cause, according Kiely, may sought the 
spirit repression that blight upon the 
the “great Victorian steamroller,” discarded elsewhere 
and purchased second-hand “to flatten the fair hills 
and squeeze into pulp the young people Ireland.” 


Without first-hand knowledge Ireland today, re- 
viewer would rash comment the accuracy 
Kiely’s depressing view Ireland’s lot today and its 
cause. But judge from the genuine merit the 
book novel, one suspects that his report about his 
time and generation probably accurate and, matter 
what the cause, unspeakably sad. “The sadness the 
land live has one his actors say, “is 
longer the melancholy Celtic sadness low skies, soft 
rain and birds crying the bog. It’s the exhausted 
sadness, the slough following the wake despera- 
tion, the little man who missed the train. were 
too late for everything. were too late even 
free.’ 


the reader compares The Captain With the Whiskers 
with the novels Edwin O’Connor about the Boston 
Irish, will left wondering about how differently 
the Irish have fared home and abroad—and why. 
Recommended adults. 

William Walsh,S.J., 


Bishop’s Latin School, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


Wilcox, Sylvia For Every Hero 
McKay. Oct. 11,1961. 346p. $4.95. (IIb) 

Miss Wilcox’s novel leaves much desired. The 
theme either non-existent very vague. fairly 
well written, but, though its thin-plotted story pre- 
sented interestingly enough, unwinds very slowly. 
Its characters approach semblance reality, but they 
are limited scope and perform the same chores con- 
sistently throughout. 


The story deals with the experiences Ann Stark, 
WAVE Lieutenant, Ross Island during the waning 
years World War II. Her life presented length: 
her amour with Lt. Seth Williams, married and attrac- 
tive; her “assistance” Lt. Larsen when the older 
woman has abortion performed; her “duty” enter- 
tainer for the lonely boys, along with her fellow 
WAVES, especially Lt. Edie Lane, the “busty,” lusty 
girl who shares her quarters; the bull sessions held 
Hawaiian extraction charge “Operation Clean-up” 
the Administration Building; her fights preserve 
her virginity until she throws away the arms her 
lover, (she did not know was married the time); 
her suffering when she discovers the truth about him; 
her sorrow the exposure the “sodomy” Captain 
Larry Sommers, USMC, and Lou Minetti, USN; her 
championing the cause Stan Jones, Negro mess 
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attendant, against his Southern “boss,” Lt. Shanks, 
well against angry mob the night the war 
ended. 


All this could have resulted good book. How- 
ever, Miss Wilcox not selective enough choosing 
details. She could have been less sensual her de- 
scriptions les affaires Larsen, Sandra Collier, 
(who lives openly with the Captain the base), Larry 
Sommers, and Edie Lane. The language well the 
details are almost vulgar; they are certainly not good 
taste. Besides, the author manages make them all 
victims some force beyond their own control and, 
therefore, not fully responsible for their predicaments 
the methods they use solve their “problems.” Her 
most effective scene the celebration the war’s end 
with its bustle and tense melodrama. 


best, this work can recommended only the 
individual who curious how the WAVES 
“operated” lonely island surrounded thousands 
men. However, one warning: not pretty pic- 
ture; definitely not one induce father give his 
blessings daughter who announces that she would 
like join the WAVES. the contrary, the reader 
visualizes their lives one long party, where liquor 
flows freely, where female flesh for the not too in- 
sistent male, and where the officers, both men and 
women, are loose with their morals and with their 
tongues. Ann Stark cannot remain good for long 
such environment. 

The picture presumably true one, Miss Wilcox 
served WAVE for several years. However, need 
not wholly true one. hoped that the 
“girls” did more for their country during their “service” 


than depicted here. 
Oscar Bouise, Litt.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Pressburger, Emeric Killing Mouse Sunday 
Brace World. Oct. 11, 1961. 180p. $3.95. 
a 


This excellent novel gives glimpse side 
reality which never gets into the world press—the sad, 
desperate, futile efforts exiled Spanish Loyalists 
keep themselves believing that their cause not dead 
and forgotten. 


Living just across the Spanish border France, they 
make forays into Spain, robbing and doing whatever 
damage they can keep the Franco government aware 
that they still exist. They are like flies irritating bull. 
Loyal Spanish authorities what they can capture 
and kill these bandits. The police, with their lumber- 
ing, bureaucratic methods, are embarrassingly ineffec- 
tive against the guerilla tactics the exiles. 


Manuel Artiguez, “hero” the Loyalist side during 
the Spanish Civil War, seems typical these 
aging and permanently embittered emigrés. After more 
than twenty years marauding expeditions, sees 
the Franco government more solidly entrenched than 
ever and slowly being accepted into the family 
nations. tired and longer makes raids; 
mocked the children the Spanish colony the 
mighty mouse. Captain Vinolas the Guardia Civil 
tries lure Artiguez into trap with false report that 
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Pilas, his mother, wants see him before she dies; 
the contrary, she begs priest who about 
Lourdes tell him not come, inasmuch she knows 
she will dead before can get there and that 
atrap. Father Francisco finally convinces Artiguez that 
sincere and that merely doing act 
charity for dying soul; Artiguez, unbeliever and 
bitterly anti-clerical like the refugees generally, has the 
greatest difficulty believing that priest would 
disinterested act kindness for him, the “enemy.” 
When Father Francisco returns Spain ques- 
tioned Vinolas about Artiguez, but will tell him 
nothing. Artiguez, shaken his unbelief the priest’s 
courage and charity, and knowing the grilling methods 
any police state, decides Pamplona try 
protect Father Francisco. While this errand 
mercy enmeshed Vinolas’s trap and killed, but 
perhaps longer without belief. Christian charity 
may again have repeated the conversion the thief 
who died with Christ. 


Mr. Pressburger’s literary style fascinating and de- 
lightful. various chapters has the four main 
characters—Pablo, the eleven-year-old hero-worshipper 
Artiguez; Father Francisco; Vinolas; Artiguez—speak 
interior monologue their respective involvement. 
The technique, once noted, extremely effective. 
this way the reader gets know the characters inti- 
mately for what they are. 


Because the generally secularistic overtone the 
book, this reviewer would classify suitable for 


adults. 
Lawrence Craddock, 
Associate Professor, English Dept., 
Quincy College, Quincy, Illinois 


Brooke, Jocelyn The Name Greene 
Vanguard. 192p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Unless you have become tired television that any- 
thing the printed page seems inviting, Jocelyn 
Brooke’s latest novel not for you. With forced 
manners but succeeds offering little more than 
scattered array episodes that lack plot, clear chro- 
nology, and all but the most pallid kind smile. 


The book traces the history decadent British family 
through the eyes unnamed fiirst-person narrator, 
long-standing acquaintance, during Mediterranean 
vacation. Malta meets Geoffrey Tufnell Greene, 
thoroughly disliked and distant relative. The next 
one hundred pages follow the Greenes wandering, 
disjointed, sordid, and frequently baffling fashion. 


The father and mother are dismissed connoisseur 
bad art and dowdy but expensive clothes-horse re- 
spectively. The account then settles down smugly 
the two sons, Geoffrey and Nigel, whom develops 
with snobbish superiority that perhaps meant 
subtly funny. Geoffrey vaguely seen self-im- 
Portant, aggressive, heavy-drinking youth question- 
able honesty. aspirations, the other hand, 
turn art despite family objections and obvious 
lack talent. Painting, music, Communism, and 
homosexual binges are the usual means adopts 
telieve his own instability and resentment Geoffrey’s 
domination. Surviving venereal disease, eventu- 
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ally finds moderate security marriage Frankie Cart- 
wright. 


The scene then shifts the island Gozo, where 
Geoffrey living and our amused recorder learns 
Nigel’s surprising success author shortly before 
untimely death. Subsequently Geoffrey combines his 
own homosexual tendencies with marriage widowed 
Frankie. this point the reporter makes his way back 
England, and there hears Geoffrey’s death. 
Frankie, continuing her remarkable adeptness col- 
lecting husbands, concludes the chronicle entering 
her third marriage. 


Plainly Brooke bored with the types portraying, 
and trying clever falls into flat, unamus- 
ing, egocentric superiority. result the characters 
are not convincing, and one cannot have recourse 
plot for interest because there none. Both language 
and incidents repeatedly are unsuitable for youthful 
readers; adults could safely read the book, but they will 
seek futilely for substantial, offsetting merits. 


Eileen Bruch, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Aragon, Louis Holy Week 
Putnam. Sept. 18, 1961. $5.75. (IIb) 


When Louis Aragon’s Holy Week first appeared 
France, was acclaimed enthusiastically many 
circles. One critic hailed the novel one the two 
great literary events the last twenty years, Pasternak’s 
Dr. Zhivago. being the other. Now that the book has 
made its American debut what seems moder- 
ately adequate translation Haakon Chevalier, 
dificult for this reviewer understand the kind 
critical reception which first greeted it. 


Aragon’s massive, sprawling novel records the dramatic 
and bewildering events that memorable week be- 
tween Palm Sunday and Easter 1815 during which 
the ominous figure Napoleon, recently landed from 
Elba, moved closer and closer Paris, and the paunchy, 
self-centered Louis XVIII undertook the great exodus 
Ghent. The author, leader the Surrealist and 
the Socialist Reform movements France, and loyal 
Communist since the 1920’s, undoubtedly brings his 
novel great deal flashy brilliance, but never 
quite succeeds molding artistic unit. focuses 
chiefly the retreat Désiré and that strange 
and bewildering retinue that accompanied him with its 
nobles and musketeers, wives and mistresses. Certainly 
Aragon can capture the spirit and mood that exciting 
week, can evoke happy blend narration and 
description the spirit particular scene. Typical 
this facility one the many scenes the King’s 
northward march: 
The day the Passion rose dimly under moisture-laden 
sky, dawn which seemed blurred all the tears the 
Garden Olives. But the men wallowing the partially 
paved towns, the roads—which were poorly gravelled 
here the confines Artois and Flanders—did not trust 
this lull the downpour. Now that was longer rain- 
ing, the mud their feet was like insult. was the 
time day when Saint-Pol was just half-opening some its 
shutters. the estaminets, beginning the day’s business 
candlelight, workers from the tanneries and the breweries 
were hastily swallowing cup chicory not lose 
moment the daylight. Between the two arms the dirty, 
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muddy Ternoise, the Church the White Friars, the largest 
here since the parish church had been destroyed under the 
Directory, was full the people telling their beads, the 
great undertow prayer, before the bare altar which was 
without cross, without candelabra, without cloths. 
Indeed, the book potpourri historical portraits 
the great and the not-so-great who were caught 
the events that rapidly changing era. even at- 
tempts, although without too much success, probe 
some the suspicions and loyalties, doubts and in- 
securities those who accompany the King. the 
book has any center, Theodore Gericault, sensitive 
painter and second lieutenant the Gray Musketeers 
the Royal Household, fierce his loyalty ideal 
and yet disillusioned the confrontation that ideal 
with the reality the political situation, deeply dis- 
traught “the ready-made ideas, the purely decorative 
commonplaces the monarchy,” men “without 
plans, or, worse, changing plans every step, plagued 
with doubts, surrounded real and imaginary spec- 
ters, not knowing whether the enemy was behind 
front, the people their own country were friends 
foes, waking night the slightest noise 
though someone were coming kill them the dark.” 


Despite the fairly searching portrait Gericault, this 
character hardly adequate the task unifying 
book that desperately needs unity. Unlike Dickens 
who could bring perspective and careful plotting the 
shifting focus historical fiction, Aragon too often be- 
comes distracted the colorful scene the appealing 
character. Consequently the finished product some- 
thing less than the sum its parts. 


John Mahoney, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Aldridge, James The Last Exile 
Doubleday. Sept. 29, 1961. 738p. $6.95. 


the light recent happenings the Middle East, 
James Aldridge’s novel The Last Exile could not have 
been released more opportune time. Its locale 
Egypt during its most turbulent crisis since the present 
Syrian revolt from the United Arab Republic—the war 
over the nationalization the Suez Canal. 


The Last Exile long book and many ways 
fascinating one. Most remarkable the at- 
tempt objective treatment area which 
political bias not only normal but expected. His title 
figure, Captain Scott, former British officer unjustly 
court martialed the heat World War 
lipped and cryptic, the same stripe that Colin Clyde 
used play the 1930 movies, has stayed 
Egypt nurturing reasonable resentment 
past. During the coup which ousted Farouk and in- 
serted the present regime, had the singular honor 
rescuing the wounded Gamal Abd Nasser from the 
British, and receiving several bullets the stomach 
from the gun Hakim Abdul Sakat, Nasser’s combined 
batman and bullyboy who fancied Scott about 
betray his chief. through Scott’s eyes that see 
this troubled land which British, French, Arab and 
Jew pursue divided aims and yet, through human asso- 
ciation, become socially drawn each other, even 
the point intermarriage. Scott himself torn be- 
tween deep affection for Francoise Rolland, French- 
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Jewish married woman and Lucy Pickering, English 
associate his former days anger. 


Nasser the pervading influence the entire novel— 
seldom appearing, yet constantly spoken of, loved, 
hated, scorned and feared. adamant, almost 
frenzied his goals, but Scott for one believes that 
sincere man. Yet the Egyptian police arrest his 
close friend, Sam Hassoon, Jewish airplane mechanic, 
under suspicion involvement plot kill Nasser. 
through Sam and his own friendship with the 
Arab leader that Scott becomes inextricably involved 
the whole confused political mess which almost led 
third world war. Aldridge vividly portrays the 
Egyptian homeland during the bloody five-day assault 
the British and French when everyone was being 
asked, even forced choose violent sides against those 
they loved. And Scott, the man who wants nothing 
but left alone faced with the ordeal taking 
stand, supporting those “in the right,” when there 
seems precious little “right” anywhere. 


There are dozens individual characters this big 
book, varying importance, and they are very difficult 
keep organized the reader’s mind, though they all 
have influence the weird political entanglement. 
There Quartermain, Scott’s English friend with Com- 
munist leanings, married Nona, Egyptian girl who 
dominates her family. There General Church, Scott’s 
old nemesis from his court martial days, who suddenly 
turns Egypt mysterious archeological tour. 
There Helen Mamoon, Nona’s unmarried sister, 
whose courage and forthrightness eventually win Scott 
for her husband. Then there Hakim, once cynic 
and chauvinist, who maintains the Gestapo-like police 
and who would kill anyone who would obstruct 
Gamal’s dream United Arab world, from Eden 
the lowliest Tommy. All these and many more con- 
stitute world which most the Western peoples 
are culpably ignorant and which ever being misjudged 
the ill-informed. 


Aldridge eminently fair about the situation. gives 
neither heroes nor villains, but human beings, both 
weak and strong. Scott, almost Hamlet-like his in- 
trospection and indecision pressed East and West 
for his services and loyalty. weighs his moves and 
only when two arrogant young British soldiers treat 
their foes insultingly does react violently any one 
direction. through him that see the need 
objectivity and humanity today’s incendiary world. 
accident that the novel prefaced with Kip- 
ling’s poem “The White Man’s Burden,” often mis- 
interpreted call arms for the cause imperialism 
under the guise humanitarianism. The Last Exile 
makes quite clear that the days Kitchener, Dis- 
raeli, Lloyd George and that ilk have long since passed. 
English military frustration the demand for 
cease-fire well presented, the heated confusion 
which gripped the Egyptian people the Anglo-French- 
Jewish attacks appear imminent. 


The Last Exile politically fascinating work. 
not sure, the other hand, about its worth 
novel. sprawling often downright rambling 
structure, and its English protagonist remains cryptic 
figure right the last line. But the clarity with which 
the author portrays the massive and complex Middle 
East today keeps the book moving and believable. 
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Above all, should make wonder just how accurate- 
even honestly the journalistic world writing 
events distant and yet momentous the Suez 
book shows how dangerous can 
judge Nasser’s grandiose plans for 
solely from the viewpoints sensational syndicated 
columnists and hurriedly written first edition editorials. 
one can say for sure what the fate the Middle 
East Gamal Abd Nasser will be, but The Last 
Exile translates his world into meaningful one for 
audience which gradually being forced turn its 
attention all nations and their problems. 


William Lynch, 
Saint Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Selby, John Madame 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 25,1961. 313p. $3.95. (Ila) 

This wonderful story, exceedingly well told. 
tightly knit plot with all the action taking place 
Rolls-Royce trip between somewhere the Middle 
West and Columbus, Ohio, where ends spite 
the planning Gertrude Olivier Donner, “Madame,” 
“Mother,” and “God,” her servants, her children, 
her employees respectively. 


the ingenious use the flashback device (now 
dream, now reminiscence, now something ‘Madame’ 
has written, now story she tells) John Selby covers, 
that limited time, the whole life this amazing 
woman, who, seventy and facing imminent heart 
attack which will end her life, embarks upon singular 
journey car, with only her chauffeur, Sheppard, and 
her maid, Claudette, companions. Their numerous 
stops along the way,—in public parks, university 
campus, well planned headquarters 
from which she maneuvers her many businesses, her 
children, deans universities, hotel managers, and the 
gaping public one would deal with the pawns 
chess-board. 


When her plan reach New York for her denouement 
(the concluding act which Madame will arrange 
continue control her businesses and her childrens’ 
lives from the grave) fails, she engineers events 
merely changing the setting Columbus. There she 
makes her dramatic exit the grand manner. 
this exciting story, wonderfully well related. 


Madame, however, amazing woman rather than 
wonderful one. make herself great spite her 
background, she plans and executes the events her 
life: her marriage Perce Donner, sensitive, artistic 
man who died young; the lives her three children; 
the lives those she hired her many ventures: 
companions servants, beneficiaries her largesse. 
She could have been one the great comic characters 
our age (like Shakespeare’s Falstaff, whom she re- 
sembles many ways: she has the same sense 
drama, the same elan producing effect, the same 
deft sense the impact the pause before gathering 
one’s forces for dramatic action); yet she is, certain 
extent, tragic protagonist. 


This tragic force due not much what she does 
herself what she does the others, especially 
her children: Don, who wanted become great pian- 
ist but was steered into Gertrude’s journalistic world, 
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became lysh and woman chaser, and fathered 
illegitimate son, Don Noble, most unusual en- 
counter; Harlow, whose many escapades with men, 
and out marriage, almost entitle her that other 
name which phonetically similar her own; and 
dear Larry, whose propensities male amours, not 
only enjoyed but flaunted, finally led his living with 
his nephew, lad similar leanings. Perhaps they 
would have ended they did without her help; how- 
ever, they arrived more surely result Gertrude 
Olivier Donner’s unawareness them throughout 
childhood, her habit ‘buying’ them out trouble 
(or into it, sometimes happened when she showered 
them with the only kind love which she knew: 
money), her will make them into what she chose 
for them be, because she was ever conscious what 
‘her public’ thought her children and her. 


Gertrude Olivier Donner was amazing woman. She 
was wonderful long she was living her own life; 
but when she chose play God, she unknowingly des- 
troyed everything she held dear her limited way. 
And John Selby has told her story magnificently. 


Oscar Bouise, Litt.D. 


Dodge, David Loo Loo’s Legacy 
Little, Brown. Oct. 239p. $3.75. (IIb) 

Loo Loo Callett’s legacy boarding house. was 
left her her late husband and she proves 
poor manager, since her sole interest money matters 
getting enough provide herself with whatever 
luxuries she fancies. Her responsibilities the boarders 
and the boarding house not strike her all. Thus 
she brings her property the edge bankruptcy. The 
Citizen’s National Bank, trustee the estate, entrusts 
the task putting Loo Loo’s legacy sound financial 
footing again their junior representative, Charlie, and 
his struggles just that that this novel 
concerned. accomplish his task, Charlie decides 
that has move and persuades Loo Loo’s two 
nieces, Ginger and Ellie, likewise. finds the 
two girls much his liking and also finds that the 
other occupants the boarding house are odd as- 
sortment. There Oscar, the cook, who knows every- 
thing about everybody, but reveals little. Then there 
are and her baby, Sixteen Tons; Mr. Nicholas, 
bachelor school-teacher; Leo, young and innocent 
truck-driver; and, later on, Tony, flashy fly-by-night 
character. the course the tale also meet Loo 
Loo herself and her bill-collector, Never Say Die, and 
Parrington Ott, Charlie’s boss. 


The story which Mr. Dodge weaves around his bizarre 
set characters utterly fantastic, but manages 
make all sound quite plausible. written purely 
entertain, and the author succeeds quite well 
times this intention. fact, his characters are, 
odd occasions, reminiscent Wodehouse; and, although 
the novel set America, the humor has decidedly 
British flavor. Indeed, the novel has already been pub- 
lished England, and there are several quotations 
the dust jacket which attest its having been well 
received the critics there. 


course, tragedy touches but very lightly the world 
which Mr. Dodge has created and the whole thing has 
fairy-tale ending. would, however, like point 
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out that Mr. Dodge has provided some his characters 
with unsound moral views—e.g., seducing maiden 
perfectly all right one “really love” and has 
“honorable intentions.” find Charlie little too 
much taken with the physical charms Ellie and 
Ginger who use these charms make living and 
quite good one, that. The fact that they retire 
for the wrong reasons the end the book does not 
add anything their rather doubtful moral values. 
But one ready take this one’s stride, the tale 
may found quite amusing. 

Mairin Elias, 

Garwood, New Jersey 


Johns, Geoffrey What Bid? 
Doubleday. Oct. 13,1961. 258p. $3.95. 


The American motorist whizzing through the country- 
side often finds difficult resist the invitation “Come 
and browse” that wayside antique shops display. Mr. 
Johns has written witty and pleasant little novel about 
the way shrewd little antique dealer England 
started such business. friendly story, and 
takes Willy Shaun all the way from the junk-and-rag 
business into the lush days when lucrative seller 
antiques. Persons who know what Blue John vases 
are, and people who understand the terms Chippendale 
and Hepplewhite and Wedgewood will delighted 
and amused the way shrewd little Willy bargains 
for these treasures, and even persons who cannot dis- 
tinguish the genuine from the junk will amused 
the way deceived (and sometimes was deceived by) 
his fellow dealers. 


story world that few people suspect exist- 
ing, and the craftiness the buyers eager purchase 
old chairs, vases and paintings from small cottages 
England matched only the shrewdness the same 
men they mark their find for public sale, tear- 
fully haggling for profits that often reach 500% 
lantic City tourists who read this interesting little novel 
will approach the auction room that famed Board- 
walk with even greater caution from now on, because 
opens the door honest doubt whether person 
ever really does get bargain, even when the anique 
dealer weeps sells it. 


Eugene Dooley, J.C.D. 


Dawson, Jennifer The Ha-Ha 
Little, Brown. 176p. $3.75. 


Miss Dawson Oxford graduate who spent year 
working mental hospital. This first novel based 
the observations and experiences she has had during 
her undergraduate days and during her service the 
mentally disturbed. The most remarkable feature 
this book the immediacy with which the first person 
narrator recounts the experiences schizophrenic 
young girl. The blurred line between sanity and mad- 
ness has seldom been depicted with such feelings and 
insight. 


undergraduate Josephine Traughton had been 
dominated her mother, and had always felt out 
the social life among the girls her school. Always 
dowdy dresser, Josephine had been self-conscious 
about her clothes, her behavior, and about the im- 
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pression she made upon others. Her sole refuge was 
the field Old English, which she was able 
translate easily and well. When her mother died, 
Josephine began brood, imagine that she was 
somehow guilty the death the parent for whom 
she felt such contradictory love-and-hate emotions. Part 
the distress she felt was the feeling that reality was 
about slip away from her. The onset the trouble 
was usually marked the notion that the people near 
her were assuming animal characteristics. 


The isolation and therapy the asylum were doing 
little good for the girl until she meets predatory 
patient who soon discharged. Josephine 
absurdly grateful for the attention and kindness 
shows her and readily surrenders his pleas for 
consummation their love. For brief time all 
well and cure seems foregone conclusion. But all 
too soon the man discharged, Josephine abandoned 
and her troubles are more severe than ever. The book 
ends note hope, however, the heroine flees 
the hospital and seeks her salvation her own. 


Miss Dawson manages present believable, sym- 
pathy-provoking protagonist whose fate are in- 
tensely interested. The scenes the asylum are not 
the gothic Snake Pit horrors; but they chill the marrow 
the reading. anything, this book splendid its 
understatement. The style impeccable; and the au- 
thor observer the finest perception. The mes- 
sage the book quite clear and most important: 
love the solution which alone can reclaim the men- 
tally disturbed. For mature adults, this moving and 
immensely valuable reading. 


Stephen Laut, S.J., 
Wheeling College 


Cronin, The Judas Tree 
Little, Brown. Oct. 5,1961. 345p. $4.95. (IIb) 

David Moray, now fifty-five years old, has retired 
his estate David, born Scotland, had 
from the depths poverty and had succeeded 
putting himself through medical school. Just before 
was graduated from medical school had met and 
fallen love with Mary Douglas, the daughter 
baker. Marriage was planned but David, who had 
lung ailment decided accept position ship’s 
doctor order regain his health, The wedding was 
until David’s return from his sea voyage. 
board ship encountered the wealthy Doris Hol- 
brook, Mary was forgotten and Doris became Mrs. 
Moray. After stormy marriage, Doris died and the 
extremely wealthy David has retired Switzer- 
and. 


now plans make the most his retirement, 
but party one evening hears name dropped 
conversation which causes him hasten back 
Scotland, which has not returned since jilted 
Mary Douglas. Upon returning Scotland, finds 
that Mary dead and has left behind daughter, 
Kathy Urquhart, who dedicated nurse. David, 
after brief search, finds Kathy and takes her under 
his paternal wing. This relationship soon devolves into 
love affair and marriage planned. 
Meanwhile, back Switzerland there the cultured 
Freda von Altishofer who appears have in- 
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terests heart. When David returns Switzerland, 
brings Kathy back with him and their marriage 
announced, But Kathy has return England 
help her African missionary brother raise funds. David, 
when does not hear from Kathy, marries Freda. 
Shortly after the marriage, Kathy appears the scene 
and informed the now domineering Freda that 
her fiancée longer available. Kathy, heartbroken, 
leaves David’s home, falls into lake and drowns. 
David, when the terrible truth this occurrence and 
his present predicament dawns upon him, joins Kathy 
way the Judas tree. 


This extremely uninteresting novel, The char- 
acter David poorly drawn,—to say nothing 
the one cannot tell whether reading 
about the experiences man robot that had 
developed “great lover” complex. 


Robert Lodge, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Davis, Dorothy Salisbury 
The Evening the Good Samaritan 
Scribner’s. Oct. 430p. $4.95. (Ila) 


“The secret being bore,” says Voltaire, “is tell 
everything.” Rolland, Gottfried Keller, and 
perhaps half dozen other masters the Bildungs- 
romane defied Voltaire’s dictum successfully. But 
most prolix writers merely succeed reminding that 
Voltaire, substitute Roman idiom for English 
cliché, truly touched the matter with needle. The 
Evening the Good Samaritan, alas, tells everything. 
Its plot spans quarter century, reporting world 
torn Fascism, Communism, hot war, cold war,— 
and, once again, Fascism, Communism etc. Dorothy 
Davis does her uneven best get all in: the New 
Deal, the Spanish Civil War, Hitler, Mussolini, Pearl 
Harbor, Dachau, Hiroshima, McCarthy, everything 
right down the resurgence Oxford Union shib- 
boleths—the “Better Red than Dead” era. 


Much the action this book takes place 
American metropolis called Traders City. There, in- 
credibly, every ideological issue the times gets fought 
out publicly among the very people the author has 
chosen write about. Nothing,—pacifism, religious 
bigotry, Tammanyism, yellow journal- 
ism, Fascism, Marxism, Freudianism, racism, oppor- 
tunism,—nothing (with the single exception 
cegenation) overlooked, What more, though 
some antidote ennui were being conscientiously yet 
desperately applied, the action, with the jerkey motions 
rust-inhibited cherry picker being pressed into ser- 
vice, shifted measured intervals other lands, 
Ireland, France, Austria, Germany. piece with 
this practice the author’s insistent device stringing 
Walter the potting shed, shoving Marcus down 
the elevator shaft, drowning Alexander while 
having his coronary. Thus the reader shocked 
awake. fact only one character the book suc- 
cumbs natural causes and, that, not left 
altogether unmolested for his son seizes his unpublished 
magnum opus, soaks thoroughly with kerosene, and 
feeds the flames, reduce his last moments 
shocked idiocy. Invariably these events are hurried 
into view with not much intimation 
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what about occur. True enough, life disaster 
does not always announce itself with figures and por- 
tents, but certainly some foreshadowing events 
possible without falling into utter gaucherie. Other- 
wise, indeed, reader likely think the author has 
tortured his materials into the configurations they pre- 
sent. 


must recorded that The Evening the Good 
Samaritan the characters themselves, well the 
events which overtake them, seldom 
directed. Their reactions those around them, the 
things that happen them, never quite ring true. You 
just don’t forgive old friend when she marries your 
mother’s paramour marry the man who may have 
murdered your husband, punish yourself. War 
heroes don’t get branded Reds because father was 
pacifist. The book seems filled with subtle non-sequi- 
turs this sort. The net result that score the 
book’s major characters are not even vaguely likeable. 


Previously the author has written only mystery novels. 
Her editors say this book marks break with her past. 
But traces her old trade linger her veins, obviously, 
her predilection for violent death, her penchant for 
undivulged motivation. And book’s end the old 
habits assert themselves boldly. mystery which never 
manages excite anyone unraveled dramatically and 
denouement presented with mannerisms unmistakably 
those the mystery writer since the day when grand- 


father first dipped into File 113. 


The Evening the Good Samaritan intricate, 
often clever book. The author seems have remem- 
bered every bon mot she has met with the past thirty 
years and played them back us. One finds himself 
not always willing eavesdropper many ardent 
conversation she must have sat on, briefhand book 
poised, during that time. She has opinions every- 
thing and while these are not always sound certainly 
they are presented with dogmatism few would care 
dispute openly. Her aims throughout seem quite 
matter-of-fact and worthwhile. She fiercely liberal, 
with deep abhorrence those who would fight Com- 
munism with the instruments Fascism. Her villains 
all are fascists, even they don’t know the meaning 
the term; her heroes all are Fascism’s victims. 
simple that. intelligent reader would want 
share any part the thinking Miss Davis’ Fascists; 
she makes her case against them too massively for that. 
Yet, her liberals are hardly less odious. They are with- 
out resources for implementing their intentions. One 
hopes the difficulty merely the author’s; dismal 
think liberalism more coherent its aims than 
this book appears imply. 


John McAleer, Ph.D., 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Hurst, Fannie God Must Sad 
Doubleday. Oct. 284p. $3.95. 


When beheld the name Fannie Hurst the jacket 
God Must Sad, was taken back over years 
local movie house where good mother dragged 
the film version one Miss Hurst’s most 
lugubrious successes, Back Street. Captivated not 
whit the maudlin doings the screen, manifested 
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ennui running and down the aisles, finally 
splitting lip seat. 

Miss Hurst’s new novel gives sound reason believe 
that there must have been certain critical basis for 
childhood boredom. She tells incredible tale 
about Annie Reagan, private nurse, who, with her 
shy child Melanie, resides the home Mrs. Ratoff, 
elderly Jewish patient. She also keeps house for 
the two Ratoff sons, Morris and Felix. Upon Mrs. 
Ratoff’s demise, Annie marries Morris, much the 
disapproval the dour Felix who resents the intrusion 
Gentile into the family circle. 

Melanie blossoms into luscious but shy teenager who 
embraces the Jewish faith and worships Morris whom 
she refers “Dadio.” Eventually, Annie,or Reagan, 
she called even her spouse, called her 
Maker via two-ton truck which crushes her head 
amid Manhattan shopping traffic. Morris then turns 
his protective eye even more closely Melanie, and 
makes her his wife sister-brother basis. Felix 
this time nearly insane with sexual jealousy and 
economic rage over Morris’s will naming Melanie his 
central heir. Melanie further complicates matters 
suddenly coming out her introspection. She falls 
violently love with young doctor and agrees with 
the medico that only fair tell her husband-father- 
brother their romance. 

But Morris solves matters his own manner. de- 
cides override the agreement and claim his husbandly 
right and the scuffle that ensues winds with knife 
his neck. The fate Melanie doubtful indeed 
_as Felix perjures himself court, insisting that Melanie 
deliberately murdered his brother. Then, with re- 
markable and unmotivated burst decency, shouts 
Melanie’s innocence and everything turns out fine for 
all but Dadio. 


The amazing thing about this melodramatic claptrap 
that all takes place less than three hundred 
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pages. God Must Sad unbelievably sentimental 
nonsense which the popular fiction magazines used 
carry the ream during Miss Hurst’s publishing hey- 


day. But things have changed the periodical world 
since the days Imitation Life and Humoresque, 
and the old slick monthly publications are becoming 
obsolete. The admirers Miss Hurst’s previous writ- 
ings will certainly not disappointed her newest 
book, nor will those whose literary taste liberally 
watered with buckets nostalgia. For the remaining 
majority today’s literary audience, though, the novel 
likely get considerably less generous reception. 


William Lynch 


Hearne, John Autumn Equinox 
Vanguard. Oct. 272p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The ingredients Autumn Equinox are familiar 
Hollywood plots—a revolution, pretty girl and plenty 
fireworks. Set tropical island the West 
Indies, with scattering riff-raff here and there, sand 
and sea swirling around palm trees and lush greenery, 
hot trophical nights, plenty rum and rambunctious 
women, Autumn Equinox another tale fit for the 
technicolor screen. 


Jim Diver comes Cayuna, imaginary island the 
West Indies, set printing press for revolu- 
tionary army. The message that brings Nicholas 
cannot denied, and result extraordinary situa- 
tion develops, exciting and passionate. Beneath the 
insurgent fires that seethe all around, the love 
Eleanor for Diver crackles like hot lava running through 
sere field. Emotions flame, tempers uncontrolled. 
takes two tangle this torrid romance but the- 
tangle turns out twisting, murderous denoue- 
ment. 


Mr. Hearne writes well and tells his story with touches 
native jargon that lend spice the tale. re- 
creates the tropical island atmosphere without effort 
and captures the lazy, laissez-faire mores Cayuna’s 
island life. This not great novel but in- 
teresting, imaginative creation that makes for good read- 
ing, you like tropical passions, revolutions, 
mixed with generous potions rum. 


Vincent Colimore, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Annixer, Jane and Paul 

Peace Comes Castle Oak 
Longmans, Green. Oct. 18, 1961. 250p. $3.95. (IIb) 
Castle Oak the name the farm the low country 
Carolina owned and worked Sump Clairborne, 
his wife Cora, and their children, teenaged Shellie and 
the younger Colin. the story opens the reader meets 
closely-knit family, and peace seems 
part the atmosphere Castle Oak. However, 
there storm the air—a reflection the troubles 
already brewing for the family. Rance, the oldest boy, 
has been away the Korean War, and the family 
anxiously awaits his overdue return; but when sud- 
denly appears, has, naturally enough, changed. 
him time town with questionable companionship, 
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almost ignores Ginia, his former sweetheart, and helps 
not bit with the work. the meantime, the 
adjoining farm Sump’s brother-in-law dies, leaving the 
farm his wife Cedie, who determines stay and 
bring family run the place for her. The new- 
comers turn out slatternly cropper family from 
the hills who let the place run down and seem deter- 
mined get Cedie out the way. Peace Castle 
Oak shatters bitter feud breaks out between the 
hill people and the Clairbornes. The resolution the 
conflict and the return peace Castle Oak occurs 
only after blood has been shed, but peace eventually 
restored. 

The Annixers have done excellent job portraying 
the picturesque speech and thought patterns the low 
and hill countries. Some the characterizations are 
superb. The happy ending seems somewhat contrived, 
but the book well worth the reading for its absorbing 
episodes and for the fine interweaving the lives 
the people involved and the wild things which are 
much part their way life. 


Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
Xaverian College, 
Silver Springs, Maryland 


Conrad, Barnaby Dangerfield 


Harper. Oct. $3.95. 208p. (IIb) 

lesser mortals the artistic temperament remains, 
suppose, puzzle. What makes the artistic tick? 
possible for the talented writer singer actor 
remain balanced? Perhaps these questions are foolish 
but this “novel about great American Author” 
they will recur. Winston Dangerfield twice Pulitzer- 
decorated author. gifted, but out balance. 
Barnaby Conrad bulls-eyes the fact, and does 
well: forcefully, honestly. True enough the tragic de- 
nouement will spotted early. This suspense 
story. The plot simple any magazine melo- 
drama; routine the sins mankind. The interest 
must center around Dangerfield the man and, sadly, 
he’s not much. the reader gets know him through 
the skilled hands the writer, Dangerfield much that 
connect with the artist: brilliant and weak; vain 
and selfish; egotistical and (according the book) 
lovable. wonder about this last. wonder seriously 
whether anyone, save God and His saints, can truly 
love this kind man. And the friends Winston 
Dangerfield are not saints, believe me. 


The story starts with Dangerfield’s son David, now 22, 
route meet his father, until now total stranger. 
Divorce has broken paternal ties. summer with his 
father will join him again and also win some money 
working his father’s scribe. Novelist Dangerfield 
the crossroads his literary life; his past successes 
are past indeed and looks the latest work, anti- 
Catholic novel called “The Prelate” win the pin- 
nacle fame—the Shavian Award. learn prac- 
tically nothing the book itself except its failure from 
quoted reviews. This spells the complete undoing 
the man Dangerfield and are left wondering about 
him son, mistress, friend, all fade away. The mistress 
Spanish beauty named Lucha. She detours fine 
acting role with Dangerfield during these days 
crisis. melodrama must have it, she, course, has 
fling with young David the discovered shame 
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the boy’s father. With book’s end, and Dangerfield’s 
complete break, Lucha feels free establish normal 
life her own. are left ponder the broken 
pieces the man’s life” and wonder these 
words Barnaby Conrad picture any true American. 
sounds much like the twisted days Sinclair Lewis 
but leave that for others. Suffice here hint 
just bit and recommend this for adults only—for 
the curious—for short glimpse into the soul dis- 
turbed, haunted human being. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Zellerbach, Merla Love Dark House 
Doubleday. Oct. 358p. $4.50. (IV) 


Love Dark House nothing more than trite and 
melodramatic attempt mixing sex and pseudo-psy- 
chology achieve West-coast Peyton Place the 
psychiatric wards. author’s note, Merla Zeller- 
bach, the authoress, who majored psychology and 
foreign languages Stanford thanked 
many doctors for helping and encouraging her write 
this book. After reading it, could only wonder 
some godless medico provided the idea the book 
sort therapy for the writer. Her indebtedness 
misdirected, since one should grateful for “help” 
this sort book. However, perhaps Miss Zeller- 
bach brighter than think and plans sell the novel 
Hollywood some her forerunners (Grace Meta- 
lious and Rona Jaffee) did. 


Her story takes place San Francisco and sub- 
urban sanitarium called Romona. Her characters are 
mere caricatures many the trashy tales which have 
preceded this one. The beautiful heroine unhappily 
married impotent member the idle rich. There 
ruthless newspaperman, borrowed from the scen- 
ario stereotypes, but here requiring women because 
sub-conscious doubts about his masculinity. The father 
the bride the quack who runs Romona and 
oblivious his daughter’s own mental troubles. For 
added spice there handsome young doctor modelled 
the lines Gregory Peck Spellbound. For pad- 
ding have mental patient bent homicide, 
gorgeous young mistress the newspaperman and Miss 
Zellerbach’s group San Francisco’s types, 
climbing and out other people’s beds. course, 
ends with the amorous embrace the young 
doctor and the beautiful girl. 


Miss Zellerbach (who married and has child) 
should take stock her own psyche and stop writing 
such slush before too late. 
Robert Roman, 
Bronx, New York 


Flood, Charles Bracelen Monmouth 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 349p. $4.95. (I) 

Men who read fiction today are strange breed; they 
read historical fiction they are even stranger, for most 
men like their history straight. Charles Bracelen Flood’s 
novel about particular episode the American Revo- 
lution may appeal even more strange breed, those 
that like their history portrayed contemporary tele- 
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vision terms. There are flashes one scene, flashes 
another, all pictorially vivid, many them intel- 
lectually vapid. 


The time the winter 1778 and the hero, Nicholas 
Burk, early version Clark Gable, courier, spy, 
and lover. Charity Avery, the vis-a-vis his life, 
natural role for any 24-year-old actress who has 
nothing more than looks and thespian aspirations. 


Though the factual detail maybe accurate, the story-line 
clear (black and white), and the sentences, for the 
most part, simple, the reader misses the feeling being 
drawn into the narrative, experiencing what should 
exciting, the sense involvement. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Clue Works 


The Final Deduction, Rex Stout’s latest the series 
adventures Nero Wolfe, starts with kidnapping 
wealthy woman’s husband, runs into the murder 
her secretary followed the death the husband 
mysteriously home, and ends with search for the 
half million ransom money. the familiar char- 
acters are here: Inspector Cramer, Archie, Saul Panzer, 
Fritz, and course the indomitable Nero. (Viking. 
182 $2.95; IIb) Helen All Alone William 
Buchan, (Morrow, 286 $3.95; IIb), the 
Phillips Oppenheim tradition, tale skulduggery 
mid-Balkan country, brought date making 
the communist bosses the villains and the problem the 
rescue British ambassador from his self-deluded 
plans defect eastward; takes the lovely Helen the 
time from September Christmas win out; but the 
denouement which saves the beleagured rescuers 
the Ambassador’s little daughter incredible 

Josephine Bell sets her latest mystery curious “nurs- 
ing home” for old folks which happens next door 
the house the two young North boys live in; they 
and one the old codgers, retired police sergeant, 
solve the case with some bumbling help from rather 
gullible doctors and police, New People the 
Hollies, (Macmillan. 191 $2.95; IIa) Rogue’s 
Ransom Gordon Ashe, (Doubleday. 192 $2.95; 
puts Scotland Yard’s handsome Pat Dawlish down 
the Pyrenees outwit desperado who has kid- 
napped wealthy Bob Carlin’s beautiful wife; scene and 
swift action make one Crime Club’s better offer- 
(Macmillan, 180 $3.50; IIb), good first effort 
with authentic setting New York Department 
Store, which one buyer murdered and another 
undertakes act sleuth The hero Silence 
Observed Michael Innes, (Dodd, Mead. 218 
$3.50; IIa), Sir John Appleby, intelligent, articulate 
member Scotland Yard, who feels challenged the 
murders art dealer and art expert; the result 
excellent story with fine dialogue, was 
expected Michael Innes The Affair the Red 
Mosaic Patrick O’Malley, (Morrow. 191 $2.95; 
IIa), counter-espionage comedy which two odd- 
ball agents, Harrigan and Hoeffler, break 
The Murderers Frederic Brown, (Dutton. 185 
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$2.95; IV), two actors, living the periphery 
ville, decide hire each other murder their respec- 
tive enemies. The moral tone abysmally 
Kevin Fitzgerald’s Dangerous Lean Out, 
231 $2.95; features Bernard Feston, special 
agent Scotland Yard and England’s answer Mike 
Hammer. travels Greece capture murderer 
and mixes with odd assortment toughs. There 
plenty action, violence, improbabilities; but 
good rousing tale Counsel for the Defense 
Jeffrey Ashford, (Harper. 182 $3.50; young 
lawyer’s daughter kidnapped and the ransom his 
defense bank-robber who admits his guilt, which 
makes nice moral dilemma with plenty suspense 
Erle Stanley Gardner’s 65th Perry Mason adventure 
The Case the Bigamous Spouse, (Morrow. 221 
who lives triple life: bigamy plus blackmail 
Make Killing Brad Williams, (Morrow. 224p. 
$2.95; IIb), starts “beatnik” coffee house and 
under water with “good” girl and man danger 
death hands killers search sunken gold. 
Sprightly, not very Wildfire Midnight 
Mary Stewart, (Mill. 214p. $3.50; I), the tradi- 
tion The Thirty-nine Steps, although there 
international intrigue. The scene laid the 
tains Skye, island the Hebrides, and the slow 
start soon builds, with interest, rousing 
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Non-Fiction 


Fineman, Irving 
Woman Valor; the Story Henrietta Szold 
Simon and Schuster. Sept 25,1961. 448p. $5.95. 
Woman Valor the result intensive research 
program its author, who literally retraced the steps 
Henrietta Szold from Baltimore, where she was born 
1860, Jerusalem where she died almost century 

q 


later. Encouraged Hadassah, the.women’s Zionist 
organization America which she founded 1912, 
Irving Fineman had the reminiscences Henrietta’s 
relatives and friends from which draw and was given 
access her papers, many which had never before 
been made public. The vast amount Henrietta 
Szold’s writings, whether letters, published articles 
journal entries, provided him reservoir from which 
extricate important facts and mold them into credi- 
ble interpretation character. relies heavily 
those cathartic writings the central, most crucial 
years her eventful life explain her position 
affair the heart that might have crushed less 
resilient spirit but, instead, led her relinquish the 
past for future dedicated the national rehabilitation 
the Jewish people. 


Henrietta Szold grew Baltimore, the eldest child 
Rabbi Benjamin Szold Oheb Shalom Synagogue. 
Culturally, she was steeped the traditional German 
background her parents, although her mother had 
been born Hungary. Her father’s religious position 
was “liberal conservative between the radical reformer 
and the orthodox,” stand Henrietta would hold 
ing her lifetime, although long before its close attend- 
ance synagogue became for her demonstration 
racial solidarity distinct from any particular form 
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worship for its own sake. Taught her father, she 
became the most erudite young Jewess her time. She 
was teaching the schools Baltimore the time 
she was seventeen. The Szold this stage are likened 
the Marches Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women. 
The same close-knit family spirit united each group; 
the male parents followed religious calling; the quiet 
yet energetic mothers could always depended upon; 
the daughters manifested many talents, though there 
were five Szolds four Marches. Henrietta becomes 
another March, combining leadership, literary talent 
and independent strength the Alcott heroine did. 
Her father’s increasing ill health decided her relin- 
quish her position Miss Adam’s School Baltimore 
well what was popularly called the Russian 
School where she had inaugurated classes for immigrant 
Jews from eastern Europe. Writing became her chief 
activity and through Cyrus Adler she became editorial 
secretary the Jewish Publication Society America. 


Like the eshet hayil Proverbs, she shrank from 


task her new work. She became active women’s 
affairs and addressed many groups during this period 
women’s emancipation. 1902 her father died and 


with her mother and sister Adele she moved New 


York where she planned save her father’s works for 
posterity, utilizing the facilities the Jewish Theologi- 
cal Seminary which she was admitted for scholarly 


research. She was forty-one when she began attend 
the classes one the most brilliant members the 
faculty. Her deep involvement with this man, several 


years her junior, narrated all its painful detail. 


Henrietta Szold had never experienced any tragic break- 
downs human relations; her behaviour had always 
been above board. She was unprepared for the an- 
nouncement his forthcoming marriage another 
woman. After much soul searching and the total sev- 
erance their ways, Henrietta traveled with her 
mother Europe. side trip the Near East came 
this opportune time and pointed out the course 
her future. She saw that the political and social growth 
the whole area depended upon organized effort. She 
dedicated herself Zionism and the development 
Israel. Back America, she founded Hadassah which 
grew rapidly numbers. Its medical operations became 
Henrietta’s first concern. 


The latter part the biography deals with Henrietta’s 
life Palestine. 1920 she was again Jerusalem 
where she became engulfed health and welfare pro- 
grams that took her from one end the country the 
other. One her main interests was the youth 
her race and her Youth Aliyak drew thousands 
Israel. When Hitler’s shadow threatened the Jews 
Germany she devoted herself the reestablishment 
German Jewish children the new country. 
ally, she did not favor separated Palestine but hoped 
for compromise between Arab and Jew. This was 
line with her strong pacifist leanings, which sometimes 
embarrassed her colleagues. She died her adopted 
homeland 1945. Against the background more 
than one era, this biography offers excellent coverage 
the times, well honest estimate one 
erica’s most eminent Jewish personalities. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 
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Hatch, Alden 

Edith Bolling Wilson: First Lady Extraordinary 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 16,1961. 285p. $5.00. 
The very nature the office the Presidency has 
made even the most reserved our first ladies subjects 
public scrutiny, and, course, the more aggressive 
and controversial first ladies have had bear the full 
brunt public opinion, many instances unfair public 
opinion. There doubt, however, that first lady 
our history has held the unique position that Mrs. 
Woodrow Wilson held. This has been ably proven 
Alden Hatch’s biography Mrs. Wilson. 


Edith Bolling Wilson: Fisst Lady Extraordinary really 
the story Edith and Woodrow Wilson. ereas 
most our presidents’ wives entered the White House 
after years marriage and found themselves gradually 
shut-off from their husbands the demands the 
presidency, having find other interests occupy 
themselves, Mrs. Wilson married president office 
whose lone-wolf method conducting the govern- 
ment which required confidant rather than advisers, 
led him expose her, and her alone, his most 
intimate thoughts, and make her party his every 
decision.” The biographer points out that the eighty- 
eight years that Mrs. Wilson has lived, the eight years 
her marriage Wilson are her the most important 
her life, and had great difficulty probing from 
her other details her life, which she feels are unim- 
portant. Mr. Hatch does give the reader brief account 
Mrs. Wilson’s early history and background which, 
undoubtedly, had great bearing the type woman 
she was and is. also indicates through anecdotes, 
some them amusing, the womanly inconsistencies 
her character. 


However, the bulk the biography deals with Wilson’s 
courtship soon after the death his first wife; the 
nationwide controversy which this courtship fostered; 
Wilson’s anguish before and during World War the 
losing battle which Wilson fought for the ratification 
the Versailles Peace Treaty; Wilson’s physical break- 
down; the final defeat the treaty Congress; and 
the controversy over the handling Wilson’s illness 
and the presidency during his illness and convales- 
cence. 


That Mrs. Wilson was not, herself, controversial 
figure attested the quiet life she had lead since 
her husband’s death 1924, apearing public only 
honor her husband’s name and memory. this 
adds very interesting and readable biography 
about very interesting and human woman indomi- 
table courage and good humor and highly recom- 
mended everyone. 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Wechsberg, Joseph Red Plush and Black Velvet 
Little, Brown. Sept. 28,1961. 372p. $6.50. (1) 


has been said that opera the art most vulnerable 
criticism and that the prima donna its most sensi- 
tive spot because she the vocal and focal point the 
entire plot, action and score. Without question, opera 
singers are curious lot, flamboyant creatures whom 
talent, arrogance, conceit, hyper-sensitivity and caprice 


inish. 
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are precariously balanced. When these ingredients 
are added consummate. use the voice, impressive 
command dramatic nuances, inborn theatricality 
and intense personal magnatism, have the prima 
donna assoluta. Since only few these remarkable 
creatures have been born, understandable that they 
have been surrounded legends that strain belief and 
have been given incredible adulation. Perhaps the 
most gifted, popular and imperious them all was 
Australian-born Nellie Melba who “reigned” during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Un- 
disputed queen the opera, she moved freely among 
aristocrats, socialites, diplomats and artists. “Melba 
nights the opera, Melba parties, Melba command 
performances played important part the gala 
social seasons the world’s capitals.” 


Red Plus and Black Velvet, Joseph Wechsberg not 
only breathes life into the fascinating story Melba, 
but also gives delightful picture the fabulous 
Edwardian era which social life resembled “per- 
manent week-end party.” boy, Wechsberg fell 
madly love with opera and apparently nothing has 
since succeeded quelling his enthusiasm. His years 
musical study, his long experience critic and, 
above all, his deep understanding and warm apprecia- 
tion, enrich his material enormously. But make 
mistake, this work far from being ecstatic paean 
praise. anyone who reads The New Yorker 
knows, Mr. “W” unusually skillful wielding 
verbal stiletto; may love his prima donnas but 
refuses intimidated them. 


Although illuminating anecdotes about famous persons 
are scattered throughout the book, Nellie never yields 
center stage; her trials, triumphs, frustrations and feuds 
hold the spot light. And what flaming, fantastic feuds 
they were! Particularly those involving the other out- 
standing stars Mary Garden, Emma Calvé and Emma 
Eames. Although baritones are not the same class 
with sopranos and tenors when comes good fight, 
baritone Titta Ruffo was one the few who succeeded 
scoring against the wiley Melba. very young 
man made exceptionally successful Covent Gar- 
den debut Enrico Lucia. few days later 
created sensation the dress rehearsal Rigoletto. 
Melba immediately insisted that was too young 
play her father and was dropped from the company. 
Several years later, after had become interna- 
tional celebrity, and Melba were again billed sing 
the same roles world famous opera house. This 
time Ruffo vehemently protested the grounds that 
Melba was too old play his daughter. Very sud- 
denly, the prima donna became indisposed! 


The techniques used professional claques, the con- 
coction Péche Melba, the varied duties prima 
donna’s husband, these, and many other subjects, are 
discussed with skill and humor. But for this reviewer 
the most intriguing part the book was the section 
devoted “Manhatten’s Wonderful War” Oscar 
Hammerstein versus the Met. Who won? Well, 
Melba was Hammerstein’s not secret weapon, 
draw your own conclusions! 


you enjoy informative book written with color, 
wit and style, Red Plush and Black Velvet will delight 
you. After all, “dear Nellie was giant” the musical 
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world and Joe Wechsberg light-weight the 
literary department. unpred 

Sister Gregory, O.P., ing. 
Rosary College, marked 
River Forest, Illinois 
Lamb, Harold Babur the Tiger 
Doubleday. Oct. 334p. $4.95. 
compiling this life Babur, the first the 
Mogul Emperors, Harold Lamb adds another volume 
the saga Central Asia begun with Tamerlane and One 
Genghis Khan. Babur was descended from both these novel 
chieftains, Genghis Khan his mother’s side and 
Timur-i-lang (Tamerlane) his father’s. the era 
domain had been centered Samarkand but the 
time Babur came along the ancient capitol had been 
seized barbarian hordes (Uzbeks). the spring based 
1947, the youthful Babur captured the storied city and Anthor 
though was not able hold began military identify 
career that was make him Emperor India. Kabul ened, 
was seized and settled into peaceful kingdom. meeting 
But not for Soon the Tiger was probing the moun- events, 
tain passes India. believed that had claim true 
that land because the conquest his great an- 
cestor, Timur. Lahore fell him 1524. Then ina the Kin 
major battle Panipat defeated the forces Sultan perhaps 
Ibrahim and thereby gained Delhi and Agra, and the 
mastery northern India. Conscic 
For his time Babur was unusual conqueror. did Charles 
not permit looting the mistreatment captives. his 
After the victory Agra the grateful townspeople moder 
presented him with gifts precious jewels, among himself 
these the great diamond now known the Koh-i-Nur. 
his “Memoirs” Babur has this say about it: “the take 
famous diamond—every appraiser values two impr 
half days’ food for the entire world. Apparently his 
weighs eight miskals. Humayun offered me. dee 
just gave back him.” (When the diamond came Marie, 
into the possession Queen Victoria after much cut- shining 
ting, still weighed 186 carats.) her anc 
The above quotation from Babur’s autobiography 
which itself ample evidence the Tiger’s cultural like 
attainments. That war lord should keep diary Puritan 
remarkable enough, but the work much more 
chronicle events. Written Turkish dialect One 
contains his observations variety subjects includ- the 
ing music, poetry, religious faith, economics and country 
culture. Particularly interesting Babur’s account with 
his drinking habits. seldom got drunk, that is, until all “Po 
began mix wine with spirits, (arak), and then 
quickly became problem drinker. Troubled con- 
science wrote, “Ah, soul—how long will you 
taste the savor sin, and throw away life? Taste droveh 
pentance.” this mood ordered the silver and gold 
drinking vessels broken and given the poor. 
Then and several hundred his nobles swore ab- 
stinence. 
the preparation this work Harold Lamb has used 
Persian version the “Memoirs” and has allowed ford 
Babur tell his own story lengthy passages inter- book, 
spersed throughout the book. The result scholarly 
work and there any slackening interest over 
probably owing the fact that Babur the Tiger not 


tigerish enough. perhaps too civilized and the 


the sad 


inter- 

not 


the 


Doubleday. Sept. 427p. $4.95. 
One the difficulties inherent reading historical 
novel the nagging suspicion that the novelist taking 
liberties with the truth, and unless one student 
the era question one never sure the book 
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unpredictable element the Mongol makeup lack- 
ing. Nevertheless, the reign the enlightened Babur 
marked the end nomadic rule Central Asia. 


James McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Charles the King 


Anthony, Evel 
nthony, Evelyn 


actually factual, with few imaginative details thrown 
human interest, merely fanciful tale lightly 


based few historical dates and characters. 


Miss 


Anthony removes this doubt once her foreword, 


not completely substantiated. 


identifying passages where accounts have been short- 


ened, letters based opinions current the time, 
“All other 


events, personalities, times and incidents this book 


are true.” One assumes that private conversations are 
based supposition. 
the King interesting and well-written, bogging down— 
perhaps inevitably—in the torturous and finally unsuc- 
cessful negotiations between Charles and the Scots. 


Bearing this mind, Charles 


Conscious the tragedy overshadowing the Stuart line, 
Charles firmly believed the Divine Right Kings, 


his own tragedy being that did not comprehend the 
“modern” mind which rejected this Right. 


Feeling 
himself truly the father his people, could not 
understand how these rebellious children his could 
take arms against him, nor commit the ultimate sin 
imprisoning and executing him. 


his reign was stormy one, his private life was happy. 
deeply loved his French Catholic wife, Henrietta 
Marie, and the story this enduring devotion 
shining thread throughout the book. found with 
her and their family comfort and solace, though this 
very devotion was source amusement and even dis- 
like among the courtiers who laughed fidelity and 
Puritans who disapproved obvious love and happi- 
ness well Henrietta’s balls and masques. 


One the most fascinating, unattractive, characters 
the book Oliver Cromwell. The simple, even rude 
country man found religion that filled his dark soul 
with thirst for vengeance and fanatic will destroy 
all “Popish trappings,” emerges vividly from Miss An- 
thony’s pen. Using the Army and Parliament step- 
stones eventually ruled England, but few his- 
tories have recorded well the emotional forces that 
drove him. 


Thomas Wentworth, later Lord Strafford, once the 
King’s opponent but eventually his dearest friend, 
stands out honest sincerity among the hypocritical, 
self-seeking nobles surrounding the throne. The poig- 
nant scene Charles realizes his inability save Straf- 
ford from the Tower perhaps one the best the 
book, showing does Charles’ devotion him, the 
growing power Parliament, and Henrietta’s influence 
over the King. 


One evidence the book’s worth that approaching 
the sad conclusion one knows must come, one keeps 
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hoping somehow the plot will changed, that 
Charles will triumphantly reunited with Henrietta 
Whitehall, and “live happily ever after.” Mature 
readers (especially the ladies, since this Henrietta’s 
story well Charles’) should find this book worth- 
while. Certain pages recording Lady Carlisle’s amatory 
adventures, (not any means sordidly detailed), 
would make unsuitable for the average adolescent. 
One question: Why does Doubleday use such cheap- 
looking paper, covers and dust-jackets? Because they 
are cheap? 

Mary Frances O’C. Moriarty, 

Falls Church, Virginia 


Greeley, Andrew 
Strangers the House: Catholic Youth 
America 


Sheed Ward. Oct. 25, 1961. $3.50. (I) 


The first ten essays, (Part this book), paint de- 
pressing picture the youth America and their 
elders. The author portrays the youth the present 
mysterious, uncommunicative, half-adult strangers, 
who have “no choice but continue the treadmill 
oblivion.” Yet his awesome portrayal suggests 
that there one small cause for hope—that “western 
man can further down the road nothingness,” 
and any turn will toward search for meaning. The 
young—hurt industrialism, bureaucracy, and urban- 
ism—have developed self-hatred, selfishness, false hu- 
mility, bad-luck syndrome, and complete absence 
trust. The author states, “Young Americans are 
apathetic because they feel that they are one, and 
they are right.” The teen-ager forced keep busy 
unimportant things until old enough enter 
the marriage and labor market. goes college not 
search for the true, beautiful, good, and comes 
out “unabashedly self-centered.” The author knows 
“few, any, young people who have improved 
Christians human beings result their four 
years college.” blames society and doting parents 
who have given the young material richness but not 
cause worth fighting The young drink, says, 
“because society wants them drink.” The author 
charges that parents often promote “going steady” 
early age and blame them for decision making which 
defers maturity the young. Cheating said 
common practice and out school. 


The reviewer does not think sufficient evidence has 
been supplied the author substantiate the general- 
izations school cheating and other derogatory state- 
ments about youth. probable that careful survey 
college youth and their practices would present 
vastly different picture. Thousands young people 
college today with bright hopes for the future. 
They formulate worthy objectives, work purposefully, 
read and study widely, think objectively, write their 
own papers and examinations honestly, and achieve 
splendidly and honorably. Many the statements 
Part this book ignore the courage, the dedication, 
and the strength America’s youth. 


The author shows Part the book that parents 
and teachers are more effective with youth they use 
reason rather than dictation motivation, and sug- 
gests that parents impose rules they must keep them, 
for good example important guidance. The author 
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deplores the absence contemplation modern life, 
particularly the organization man, but emphasizes 
it, the spirit poverty, and personal charity require- 
ments for truly Christian life. describes 
“saving remnant” individuals who recognize worthy 
causes, work for them, attract others work for them, 
and much good the community and parish. 


James Fitzgerald, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Slums and Suburbs 


Conant, James 
147p. 


McGraw-Hill. Oct. 17, 1961. 
bound $1.95) 

Based observations made educational survey, 
the results which have been published elsewhere, the 
author compares and contrasts city slums with wealthy 
suburbs great cities, with the main emphasis upon 
education. indicates that our republic was born 
with congenital defect, Negro slavery, which still 
leaves stigmatic mark upon our society, 


Dr. Conant describes the devotion and concern 
Negro women for home and family most difficult 
situations, and the awesome social problem brought 
about through the unemployment particularly male 
Negroes partly because racial discrimination labor 
unions and industry, but states that, “the employment 
youth” seems “literally nobody’s affair.” 
supports the proposition that vocational training and 
education must provided meet the employment 
opportunities localities explosive results are 
avoided. proposes that retardation reading 
remedied improved methods, adequate materials, 
and additional professional services order aid 
individuals handicapped poor reading skills meet 
requirements for positions. 


his survey schools slum areas, the author con- 
siders slow readers, remedial reading programs, extra 
periods for instruction, demonstration classes, promo- 
tional policies, instructional materials for slow readers, 
“Gray” area projects, community coordinating teams, 
“Higher Horizons” projects for bright children, “600” 
schools for maladjusted youth, the Banneker program 
for all children, ability grouping, tracking programs for 
pupils varying abilities, personnel problems, decentral- 
ization administration, grade organization plans, 
specialized, vocational, and comprehensive high schools, 
and the importance non-political school boards. 


Dr. Conant shows the divergence professionals 
(teachers, principals, librarians, guidance officers) 
from per 1000 pupils wealthy suburbs about 
per 1000 some the poor districts cities. 
contrast problems slum districts surveys the 
problems the suburb which one important chal- 
lenge boys and girls into high-class colleges. 
The values selective high schools for the very tal- 
ented and the worth comprehensive high schools 
for all are discussed. The advanced placement pro- 
gram for the gifted enthusiastically supported. Guid- 
ance and opportunities for low-ability pupils from the 
suburbs and curriculums for rapid learners are ana- 
lyzed. The concept prestige colleges for the academic- 
ally talented and other colleges suit the needs and 
abilities the less gifted presented. 


SELLERS 


his observations, Dr. Conant recognizes that ana- 
lyzing education youth, impossible appraise 
standards schools without considering the homes 


James Fitzgerald, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Burdick, Eugene 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 16, 1961. 322p. $4.95. 

Eugene Burdick calls his latest book “an impression 
the Pacific.” mixture travel, reporting, and five 
partly fictionalized stories, its eighteen chapters survey 
land, water, people, sights, sounds, and even smells 
the vast area between the tropics Cancer and Capri- 
corn from Easter Island the Asian mainland. The 
work largely Michener-like reporting, originally for 
Holiday and other magazines, but through diverse 
terials seeks give sense the emptiness, vastness, 
beauty, and exotic habits the Pacific without 
ing mere assemblage facts. 


First comes the ocean itself: overwhelming size, 
ing moods, populated far-ranging birds and strange 
fish, beautifully framed the architecture clouds. 
Its movements are studied the Kurashio and Oyashio 
currents, the North and South drifts, and the equatorial 
buffer the doldrums, The dimensions this parent 
monsoons, typhoons, trade winds, coral carpentry, 
and volcanoes can glimpsed from Mauna Kea, which 
dwarfs Mount Everest over 2,000 feet, and the 
Mindanao Trench, which 50,000 feet below the 
Hawaiian peak. 


facts emerge very plainly: one, the romantic view 


has some basis but needs much qualification; two, the 


tions than can all 


With appreciative, sympathetic, devoted, and yet 
tic matter-of-factness, Burdick separately reports five 
major groups: the remote, mysterious Melanesians; the 
numerically dominant, adaptable, effervescent Malays; 
the simple, gamble-loving Polynesians; 
the proud and parochial Micronesians; and the uncivil- 
ized yet self-sufficient and psychically complex Abo 
aborigines out-back Australia. general these areas 
have common certain commodities (copra, 
phate, female anatomy, and empty space for the 
Atomic Age) and certain attitudes (unhurried living, 
sexual casualness, love the sea). They also share 
almost infinite capacity resist outside influence, 
but ultimately Burdick expects “the Beach” modify 
“the old Way” and leave the tiny islands from Ellice 
Guam “the last places refuge for those who seek 
quiet and beauty.” 


The view shifts from gooney birds tidal sanitation, 
from Abo body odor coral worms, from the dangers 


the 
betwee! 
ing int 
from 


sional 
and sor 
Gun 
turns 
Malaya 
women 
readers 


view 


filth 


Baker, 
Knopf. 


After 


the con 


ists 
Capital 


Materia 
lisher 


Nation’ 


posed 
and the 


not be, 


Times 
him 


gives 


Washin 


had 
such 
sinister 


tim 


his writ 
after 
chastise 
honest 


from which students come. Neighborhoods must study 
their educational problems and take enthusiastic 
gent action order prevent the development 
dangerous societal situation our country. Forward. lechers, 
looking citizens will greatly interested this from 
their 
The 
Impressive though the lesson geography is, however, 
much less interesting than the insular peoples. Two 
voluptuous women, and nunc-dimittis contentment 
inhabitants can more into pat 
curs 
Dep 
nucl 
Placed 
ciety, 


SELLERS 


ana- 

ppraise 
homes 
study 


istness, 


atorial 
parent 
which 
the 


the 
{ 


raliza- 


realis- 


had thought, they are not half sinister, This 


the 
Abo 
phos- 
the 
share 
Ellice 


seek 


ation, 


1961 


the high island the fact that casual meeting 

between Tahitian boy girl always leads inter- 

course.” steadily offers variety, novelty, and absorb- 

ing interest. The interspersed narratives, moreover, 

effectively reinforce the direct exposition. One gathers 

from them that people—drunkards, lay anchorites, 
lechers, tourists—go the Pacific seeking everything 
Some find what they want 
and remain; others, broken disillusioned, abandon 
their Rousseauistic dreams and leave. 


The original purpose and publication result otca- 
sional but not serious repetition. The style colloquial 


and sometimes rhetorically loose, but achieves kind 


Gunther-like saturation that effective. When 


turns the devouring phantasmagoria the jungle, 
Malayan gracefulness, the beauty Polynesian 
women, can even become tinged with poetry. Adult 


readers will take from the book enjoyable, balanced 


view the Pacific that disabusing its occasional 
filth and miasma and yet preserves great measure 
vicarious fascination. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Baker, Russell 


Knopf. Oct. 16,1961. 242p. $3.95. 


After reading this reporter’s attempt cynical ex- 


American Washington 


posure Washington, much easier understand 
the content and form some the so-called column- 
ists who make their headquarters and living our 
Capital City while maintaining their mental abode 
Olympus, far above the poor subjects who furnish the 
material for their aberrations. Classified the pub- 
lisher barbed, irreverent guide survival the 
Nation’s this collection trivia, may well 
appeal those about whom written. sup- 
posed witty, but true wit amuses without injury, 
and there are some subjects which are not, and should 
not be, the object mirth and derision. 


However, Russell Baker has been the New York 
Times Washington staff for some years, that makes 
him authority all subjects Washington and 
gives him license poke fun one and all. Nothing 


his sharp pencil perhaps should say his 
acid pen, but nice enough admit that although 


Washington and Washingtonians are even sillier than 


native and many others would argue the point that 
such writers may have the same opinion, are more 


sinister and not silly, funny, they think they 


times, Mr. Baker reverts reportorial status and 
his writing factual and more enjoyable. For instance, 
after many pages the usual intelligent columnist 
chastisement our State Department, gives 
honest warming thought: 
“The American might find worth remembering when 
cursing the men Foggy Bottom” (the location the State 
Department this: After sixteen years the 
nuclear age, are still here.” 
Placed the gridiron ridicule are the natives, So- 
ciety, from Perle Mesta Gwen Cafritz, from lunch 
cocktail party dinner late supper, the White 
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House and its inhabitants, foreign diplomats, Congress, 
from investigations filibusters, and finally obser- 
vation two about the newsmen. 


American Washington well-written and would 
interesting you are one the characters therein, 
you enjoy barbed cynicism. There are other and 
better portrayals life Washington, 


John Cullen,. A.B., LL.B., 
Washington, 


Hales, The Emperor and the Pope 
Doubleday. Oct. 13,1961. 168p. $3.50. 


Mr. Hales, celebrated for his books European 
history the nineteenth century, has done interest- 
ing and popular account the relationship Napoleon 
and Pope Pius VII. could very well serve the basis 
script for good movie, even the author lacks 
the dramatic flair that Belloc often displayed. Very 
probably, Hales’s more restrained writing enables him 
more accurate, though less memorable. Although 
the author dispenses with footnotes, does mention 
handful scholarly sources for his material And 
the reader gets the impression throughout that Hales 
thoroughly conversant with his subject. Particularly, 
Hales brings out the friendship that existed between 
Pius VII, the new Pope, and Napoleon his early 
days supremacy and the author shows that Pius never 
forgot the great service that Napoleon rendered the 
Church restoring Catholicism France. 


Hales also shows how after the manifold persecution 
that Napoleon inflicted Pius, the always mild-man- 
nered (though principled) Pope what could 
alleviate Napoleon’s exile and harbor members 
the Bonaparte family. Maps Roman, Italian and 
French places mentioned the text would help the 
untraveled reader. And lists Napoleon’s peculations 
Italy might point how much modern conquerors 
and art lovers have lifted from the countries that they 
occupied. Particularly impressive spots the text occur 
page (Pius’ efforts ensure peace); page 134 
(Pius’ anticipation the Lateran Treaty made Pius 
XI); page 135 (Pius’ emphasis the Roman church 
mater magistra); page 145 (Napoleon’s ques- 
tion: “Does the Pope suppose that with his excommu- 
nication can cause weapons fall from the hands 
soldiers?”) and pages 161-163 (Napoleon’s at- 
tempts suicide). 


The book interesting that can easily read 
two sittings. And outside few Roman locations 
quite intelligible the average reader. 


Joachim Daleiden. O.F.M., 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Lamers, William The Edge Glory 
Brace World. Oct. 23, 1961. 499p. $6.95. 


“He served his country its perilous 
need with fidelity, courage and zest. 
that duty, served higher power.” 


This fitting epitaph spoken the Requiem Mass for 
the repose the soul William Starke Rosecrans 
March 1897 can most fittingly serve also the sum- 
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mary the General’s lifelong devotion the perpetual 
Union served well and the keynote defini- 
tive volume Mr. Lamers who the assistant superin- 
tendent Public Schools Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Perhaps Union general, save George McClellan, 
has been more the subject vitriolic controversy than 
Rosecrans, who, whatever were his defects and virtues 
fell afoul the Machiavellian Edwin Staunton, Lin- 
coln’s uncanny Secretary War, and from the good 
graces and respect both Sherman and Grant. Briefly, 
this dedicated soldier, convert Catholicism), just 
had too big mouth, too fiery temper, and far too 
short talent for ever achieve immor- 
tality and ranked with the above two Union generals 
with Robert Lee. But, Mr. Lamers points out 
well, came only “the edge greatness.” 


military superiority merely measured failures 
and successes, the object this biography certainly 
qualifies far beyond mediocrity. one turns the well- 
written, compact, even brilliant pages this volume, 
his failure Chickamauga September, 1863, pre- 
vent Longstreet’s tidal wave crashed through the 
Union’s right center, and his unfortunate judgment, 
concurred all the Union leaders except George 
Thomas, leaving the battlefield and high-tailing 
back Chattanooga save his battle-weary, scattered 
army must carefully balanced against his meticulous 
and brilliant strategy contests with the peerless Lee 
western Virginia well with Braxton Bragg, 
highly underrated tactician the Tennessee campaigns. 
All are unanimous saying that “Old Rosy” was ex- 
tremely capable and that if—the big If—his military 
history had not been garbled, distorted and written 
his enemies, (which, Napoleon said, unfortunate 
thing), would today beyond the edge and into 
the elysian fields glory. 


Mr. Lamers has done well. course, will not settle 
all the searching questions the self-styled experts; 
but should long way allay the confused inter- 
pretation this remarkably “good soldier.” one 
the generals the reunion the Army the 
Cumberland 1869 put it, “Rosecrans was brilliant 
imagination, ardent temperament, and impetuous 
action.” Dedicated Civil War “buffs” will appreciate 
the book most, but also highly recommended 
for the general reading public. 
Kines, 


Mearns, David Chambers 
St. Martin’s. Oct. 5,1961. 227p. $6.00. 


Here another book about Lincoln. There will 
many more published the next four years, 
observe the centennial the Civil War. David 
Chambers Mearns Chief the Manuscript Division 
the Library Congress. The book collection 
essays; sense biography. Most the essays 
are about Lincoln, the title indicates, but there are 
others such diverse topics the Boston Authors’ 
Club, Professor Gardner, known the New England 
Soap Man, and the library Calvin Coolidge. The 
essays Lincoln throw light phases Lincoln’s 
life not too well known. One them, for example, 
explores his interest the theater; another one narrates 
the experienres Lincoln New Jersey his way 


Largely Lincoln 


Best 


Washington February 1861. Rich humor 
into many the essays. 
One the more serious ones devoted the 
made Lincoln Ottawa, Illinois, August 21, 
1858, and Douglas opened their famous 
Many readers will surprised learn that 
occasion Lincoln emphatically declared: 


have purpose directly indirectly interfere 
the institution slavery the States where exists. 
tion so. have purpose introduce political 
social equality between the white and black races. There 
physical difference between the two, which judgment 
will forever forbid their living together upon the footing 
perfect equality, and inasmuch becomes necessity that 
there must difference, well Judge Douglas, 
favor the race which belong, having the 
position.” 


Nevertheless, further his speech, Lincoln stated 


that believed that Negroes were “entitled all 
natural rights enumerated the Declaration 


pendence, the right life, liberty and the pursuit 


happiness.” The difficulty harmonizing these 
conflicting points view held Lincoln 


made the southerners distrustful him after the 
tion 1860. Lincoln believed that the Negro 


entitled “life, liberty and the pursuit happiness” 
was difficult for the southerners believe that had 


intention interfering with slavery the 


Rather than take that risk, the people the South were 


willing enter the war which took toll 600,000 


young men, North and South. Perhaps would 
better for the nation politicians expressed 
selves clearly important questions that there could 
misunderstanding. The Civil War might have 
been avoided had both North and South known from 


1858 onward precisely where Lincoln stood the then 


all-important issue slavery. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Harcourt, Brace World. 


Sept. 13, 1961. 


According the publishers, this book true account 


would seem this reviewer that the timeworn tale 
those who are “in” and those who are “out” would 
bear repetition and application here, the “outs” this 
case being the personnel Wildwood. 
the private mental hospital which Mary Noone goes 
recover from nervous breakdown. Mrs. Noone 
middle-aged, unhappily married woman, the mother 
daughter college age. Well ill, she has 
extraordinary sense humor which never deserts her 
through the most discouraging days her treatment 
and recovery. Her recital the situations and incon- 
gruities life the hospital uproarious; one such 
incident that the return the hospital three 
women patients who have been out for afternoon’s 
shopping. 

Sex, with its urges, repressions, and frustrations ap- 
parently the basis the treatment for patients 
Wildwood. Recounted interviews between patient and 
doctor should have been kept the medical records 
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rather than published such book this appar- 
ently intended be. The language used the group 
therapy meetings abominably poor taste, and 
too, properly belongs medical journals. 


Mrs. Noone has delightful way writing. 
hoped that she will keep her understanding people, 
her compassion for their sufferings, and her unfailing 
sense humor and that she will give more books 
written her refreshing and naive manner, but free 
the objectionable features Sweetheart. This book 
has nothing offer serious student mental illness 
and its entertainment value destroyed the vul- 
garity language and situation. not recommended 
for any class reader. 

Alice McCahill, 

Charlottesville, Virginia 


Over the Fence Out 


Rhoades, Jonathan 
132p. $3.50. 


Holt, Rinehart Winston. Oct. 1961. 


Wally Life Small Boy 
Simon and Schuster. Nov. 128p. $3.00. 


longer possible write and read reminiscences 
juvenilia? one asks one’s self when confronted two 
new titles the category. turns 
out that still possible and possible still amuse. 
The difference between these two latest additions 
the genre that both are remarkably free the adult 
urge recount recollections the time they became 
aware the difference between boys and girls and their 
possible 


that both Rhoades and Cox have not yet been psycho- 


analyzed? Have they never heard Freud? did 


then 


they just grow like good clean healthy youngsters? 
The answer probably that both are sick and tired 


the puberty bit and have been blessed with good taste. 
Rhoades’ remembrances lost days are peopled with 
some eccentric characters, uncle who hates the elec- 
tric company, boy who tries stuff live animals, some 
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Hartog, Jan 


intractable dogs, told with sort tongue-in-cheek 


gusto. Wally Cox invests his reminiscences with sly 
wit and makes his “points” with deceptive ease. Both 
are funny and good natured, which all the good. 


Waters the New World 


Atheneum. Oct. 276p. $5.95. (I) 


The Netherlands-born novelist and playwright, best 
known for The Distant Shore and The Fourposter, be- 


gan professional life seaman. 


Unable remain 
long away from water, after the war purchased 
40-year-old motor-sailer, Rival, 90-feet long and 16-feet 


wide, which used his home and sailed over Euro- 


pean waters. Then, actuating day-dream, the writer 


shipped Rival across the Atlantic Houston, Texas, 
from which port commenced the long run through 
the Intracoastal Waterway New York. The voyage 
Was unhurried and many points the writer just tied 
for weeks and spent his time cruising and exploring 


the region small boat. The result, given Mr. 
Hartog’s temperament, mere travelogue, but 


series essays resembling, many respects, Inland 


Voyage. 
Much less than Stevenson, however, the present 


Writer-voyager interested the individual humans 
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met his trip. Rather, all times, seeks com- 
munion with the spirit the earliest explorers and 
settlers, with the natural genius the place and with, 
every turn, the Creator. 


the outset, after setting the personal background 
decision make the journey, Hartog devotes much 
time Houston and its homes. From there the trail 
leisurely followed through the Louisiana bayous, New 
Orleans, the Gulf coasts Mississippi and Florida, the 
Everglades, the Carolina swamp-and-sound country, 
Chesapeake Bay, the New York subways (!) and finally, 
bonus, Nantucket. There will something here 
for every class reader—echoes adventure, remark- 
able observation natural facts and human foibles, 
useful reflections man’s lot and place the uni- 
verse, and much just good writing. 


Minor slips, like frequent references Waggaman, La., 
Waggerman, and one observation placing the At- 
lantic the west and the Gulf the east the Ever- 
glades, not any way detract from the excellence 


the work. 
Cdr. Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


The Twentieth Century Encyclopedia 

Catholicism 

Hawthorn Books. 1961. Volumes 65-74. Each $3.50. (I) 
Dogmas Change? (125 pp.), Henri Rondet, S.J., 
65th volume order publication the projected 
150 this monumental Encyclopedia prepared under 
the direction Henri-Daniel Rops, brings 
date question brilliantly dealt with Cardinal 
Newman his Essay the Development Christian 
Doctrine. addition elucidating the nature and 
causes development doctrine, and outlining vari- 
ous theories concerning it, Fr. Rondet illustrates the 
process development the doctrines the Beatific 
Vision, the Particular Judgment, the Bodily Assump- 
tion the Virgin Mary, and the Primacy the Pope. 


Volume 66, Faith, Hope and Charity (143 pp.) Fr. 
Henry Bars, helps understand the nature and 
significance the three Christian virtues that 
may able place and maintain ourselves the 
proper state preserve and activitate them. illus- 
trates the interdependency the three describing 
faith “the virtue the threshold,” hope “the 
the road,” and charity “the virtue the 
goal. 


Under Section XIII the Encyclopedia, Catholicism 
and Science, English nuclear physicist Peter Hodgson 
contributes 153 page volume 67, Nuclear Physics 
Peace and War. Where possible, non-technical lan- 
guage, imparts knowledge his subject, which 
considers essential Christian trying understand 
the significance this whole new field terms his 
own faith and morality. 


68th volume order publication, falling under the 
section non-Christian Beliefs, is, Mohammedanism 
(174 pp.), Louis Gardet, nom-de-plume priest 
who has written many books about useful 
and sympathetically enlightening book about religion 
that has certain appeal men all races, and which, 
addition including groups such numbers and 
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cultural wealth those Pakistan and India, Malaya 
and Indonesia, militantly active today proselytizing 
the newly independent countries Africa. 


The topic the 69th volume, Atheism (154 pp.), 
Etienne Borne, has new and timely interest our 
day, marked the increasing dissolution society re- 
sulting from the aggressive political misuse atheism. 


Missions the World Today (Vol. 70, 139 pp.), 
René- Millot, examines the crisis the missions, 
which the propagation the Catholic religion has woe- 
fully fallen behind the population increases the 
world. The author finds the reason for this lack 
qualified priests, well nationalistic tendencies 
and persecution. 


The 71st volume falls under the section devoted the 
Nature Man, and entitled Man and Metaphysics 
(139 pp.), with Régis Jolivet, dean the Faculty 
Philosophy Université Catholique Lyon, 
author. Emphasizing the interest metaphysics has for 
all men, the author covers the main problems the 
science being from the beginnings knowledge 
sense perception the philosophical study the exist- 
ence God Himself. 


The next volume, appearing month after the pre- 
ceding volume, mislabelled volume instead 72. 
Spiritual Writers the Middle Ages (140 pp.), 
Gerard Sitwell, O.S.B., and serves excellent 
companion volume two earlier books the series, 
viz., Spiritual Writers the Early Church and Post- 
Reformation Spirituality. 


Judaism, Paul Démann, and What Redemption?, 
Philippe Trinité, O.C.D., are volumes and 
respectively, but are both mislabelled 72nd order 
publication. the former, Fr. Démann, who has 
been actively engaged working for rapprochement 
between Christians and Jews, stresses the theological 
and historical links between the Church and Judaism. 
Later outlines the history the Jews, explains Juda- 
ism’s main doctrines, and describes Jewish worship and 
prayer, concluding with study mystical trends 
Judaism. 


What Redemption? develops the thesis that Christ’s 
was not oppression but exaltation—a 
triumph Divine Love. the words St. Teresa 
the Child Jesus, “Christ the victim merciful love.” 
According the author, “Love alone enables the 
Christian penetrate the mystery the Redeemer.” 


All these volumes include “Select Bibliography,” 
and, where the matter calls for it, glossary. The 
format and printing are very attractive. Volumes 65-74 


are priced $3.50 each. 
Eugene Gallagher, 


Largely Pictures 


Rockwell, Norman 

The Norman Rockwell Album 
Oct. 27, 1961. 191p. (11” 14”). $14.50. 
appreciative introduction Lane Faison, Jr., 
chairman Williams College Art Department and 
Director its Lawrence Art Museum, preface 
Kenneth Stuart, art editor The Saturday Evening 


Best SELLERS 


Post,—and the rest this outsize, handsomely 
duced book all Norman Rockwell. The popular cover 
artist and illustrator none the less serious artist 
for all that “representationist.” begins with 
“chronology,” which abbreviated year-to-year 
that marked any special turning his life; then 
fied let his drawings and his paintings tell most 
the story with brief comments here and there. The 
early work shows some the influences which 
young Rockwell was Thanksgiving 
cover for the humor-magazine Life seems imitative 
Leyendecker, for example; but the evolution his own 
particular style begins amazingly early. There are many 
superb color reproductions, full page, notably the 
perb “Four Freedoms” and the four portraits the 
1960 presidential candidates, and all-time favorite, 
“Saying Grace.” Rockwell admits that often 
tempted caricature slightly, exaggerate, and pro 
fesses regretful for yielding temptation. the 
instances which has done so, his pictures, how- 
ever amusing, are the less genuinely stirring. Young 
artists and old will learn much from the many pages 
sketches and preliminary studies. The book well 
worth the asking price. 


American Heritage, Editors 

The American Heritage Book Indians 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 30, 1961. 424p. $15.00. (1) 
have been previous American Heritage books, this 
superb combination text and lavish illustration, 
much full color. merits place all libraries 
and will, doubtless, also much cherished students 
American Indian lore. After appreciative 
duction none other than the President the United 
States, John Kennedy, the narrative William 
Brandon traces the history the various tribes after 
summing the theories the origin the aboriginal 
inhabitants the North American and Central Ameri- 
can Indians. rich collection indeed and is, 
date, the finest single volume study mysterious 
and strange people. Their amazing arts and crafts, their 
tribal organization and culture, and their dismal fate 
the course the invasion the surge European 
colonizations are all here and this book unreservedly 
recommended. 


3 


Mr. Pullman’s Elegant Palace Car 
Nov. 1961. 375p 11”). $17.50. 


Beebe, Lucius 
Doubleday. 


The development the United States the once 
famous Pullman cars—sleeping cars, parlor cars, dining 
cars, buffet and bar cars—is told enthusiastic 
admirer “the elegant era,” connoisseur the good 
life all its manifestations. Mr. Beebe’s emphasis 
the lavish decoration the Pullman cars, the 
title his book indicates. And the number photo- 
graphic plates this album lavish, also somewhat 
repetitious. Indeed, the text thoroughly illus 
trated withh photographs, sketches and drawings 
make seem secondary the pictures. Travel rail 
has been decreasing annually, not only because the 
competition private automobiles and air lines, but 
also, possibly, because the railroads have abandoned 
the elegance the period Mr. Beebe celebrates. 
nostalgic book, many ways; and for those who are 
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too young have known the days the old Pullman 


Stein, Ralph The Treasury the Automobile 
Golden. Oct. 1961. 249p. (12” $12.95. (I) 
work love this and, for those who share the 
author’s enthusiasm for “vintage” cars, thing 
beauty, too. Lavish use color and black-and- 
white photographs illuminate the text which much 
history the growth the automobile trans- 
portation and sport treasury the great 
“marques” which emerged the course the de- 
velopment automotive transportation. The reacti- 
vated Glidden Tour, currently making stops the 
Eastern States, traveling museum these venerable 
and venerated relics pioneering days. Boys especially 
will fascinated the book and the budget allows 
should considered acquisition for the high 


library. 


von Matt, Leonard and Burkhart Schneider 
The Councils 

Regnery. Oct. 16, 1961. 89p. 9”). $7.00. 
von Matt, Leonard and Stephan Hilpisch 

Saint Benedict 
Regnery. Sept. 230p. 7”). $7.00. 
The Swiss photographer whose previous volumes St. 
Francis Assisi, St. Ignatius Loyola, and St. Pius 
are much admired, extends his library with life 
the sixth cenutry Saint Benedict, one the first and 
most influential organizers monastic life the Chris- 
tian Church. The text Benedictine historian Dom 
Hilpisch has been translated into English Dom 
Ernest Graf, O.S.B.; but the wealth superb 
photographs illustrating this book and its text that make 
special value. Attention focused the places 
associated with St. Benedict, mosaics the period 
and early paintings illustrating the Saint’s life, 


well upon the Benedictine foundations through the 
centuries the present. 


collaboration with Jesuit historian Burkhart Schnei- 
der, Mr. von Matt makes similar effort illustrate 
survey the major councils the Church, the 
ecumenical councils. This was perhaps too ambi- 
tious project permit success the limits 
some photographic plates. Photographs paint- 
ings and manuscripts, woodcuts and maps, ruins and 
coins, and aerial views the sites some the coun- 
cils little illuminate the brief text. is, none- 
theless, interesting and perhaps valuable intro- 
duction the forthcoming ecumenical council, par- 
ticularly for school church libraries. 


Rice, Edward The Churh: Pictorial History 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Oct. 27, 1961. 268p. 
$10.00. 

The editor the magazine Jubilee has endeavored, 
collecting, sorting, selecting pictures, from photographs 
wall-paintings early Christian times and early 
Christian temples, some course only ruins, 
through the ages, both Eastern and Western 
Churches, the present, (this mostly photographs 
the pontiffs from Leo XIII Pope John XXIII), 
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illuminate his textual history the Church and has 
admirably succeeded making this not only valuable 
picture album, but contribution history well. 
The selection pictures also, one should remark, 
notable for eschewing the obvious, and for sense 
aptness which one has remarked the pages Jubilee 
since its first publication. This not only handsome 
gift book but good addition library shelves. 


M.-Stéve The Living World the Bible 
World. Sept. 26, 1961. 230p. $12.50. 


this volume French archaeologist, superb photo- 
graphs places and things the lands the Old 
Testament, accompanied revelant excerpts from the 
text, and background introductions and maps, give 
the reader delightful entree into the most recent Old 
Testament archaeological research. result, the 
story the Old Testament unfolds with new sense 
immediacy. The introductions the author, writ- 
ten popular style, share scholar’s knowledge 
the ancient languages and civilizations with the reader, 
and the artistic and carefully researched photographs 
Michael Audrain, the work year the Middle 
East, richly illuminate the text. translation 
Daphne Woodward the original Sur les Chemins 
Bible, with extracts from the Authorized Version 
the Old Testament. 


Austin, Oliver and Arthur Singer 

Birds the World 
Oct. 27, 1961. 316p. $14.95. 
Noted ornithologist Oliver Austin, Jr., has organized 
his text according the orders and 155 families 
birds classified and identified indigenous various 
parts the world. There are maps, also which illus- 
trate the references the text the migratory habits 
the birds. Many are the oddments information 
that supplement the accounts feeding and flight 
habits, nesting and brooding. One struck immedi- 
ately upon opening the book the almost infinite 
variety color and conformation the world’s birds, 
the most spectacular being those which inhabit tropical 
climes. excellent the text, the paintings 
Arthur Singer are superb.. Plate after plate full 
color are not only comparable but even are superior 
the paintings Audubon and others after him. 
carefully are they prepared that every scale every 
feather seems detailed. Many would difficult 
photograph color their natural habitat. was 
necessary, obviously, use models captives 
zoological aviaries specimens killed and stuffed for 
exhibit natural science museums. magnificent 
album and worthy place every library, school 
and public. 


Brief Comment 


Allen, Ralph Ordeal Fire 
Doubleday. Oct. 20, 1961. 492p. $5.95. 


This the fifth volume the Canadian History series 
edited Thomas Costain, and brings the history 
Canada from 1910 1945, covering the two 
great wars which Canada member the British 
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Commonwealth and ally the democratic western 
powers expended great deal her wealth and power, 
more than she has been given credit for. The book 
well organized and well written. the four pre- 
vious volumes should have place every library, 
high-school, college, public and private. Canada merits 
far more attention and appreciation especially from 
“Americans,” (the Canadians are American their 
neighbors south the border), than has been given 
her the past. might well recommend that 
the reader start with this fifth volume and then 
back the other four. any rate, Ordeal Fire 
heartily recommended, highly informative, all 
classes readers. Indexed. 


Heinz, (Editor) 
The Fireside Book Boxing 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 1961. 408p. $7.95. 


enthusiastic fan what known variously “the 
fine art boxing,” pugilism, legal mayhem, Mr. 
Heinz has assembled short stories, excerpts from novels 
and plays, news reports fisticuff events, poems, litho- 
graphs, cartoons, all the one theme. One might 
expect more illustrations, but the editor points out, 
the news photograph was not around much the 
days Joe Gans; mostly, then, sketches drawings 
were enough illustrative material. The literature 
“the ring” has been combed and there are, for example, 
sections from the Thebaid Statius and from Homer’s 
lliad, from Plato’s Dialogues, from Shaw’s Cashel By- 
ron’s Profession, Hugo’s The Man Who Laughs, Bor- 
row’s Lavengro; and, course, Heywood Broun, Jimmy 
Cannon, Ring Lardner, John Lardner, Red Smith, 
name only few. The end papers reproduce color 
“The Fives Court” and “Stillman’s Gym.” Any box- 
ing fan will enjoy this collection. 


Douglas, William 
Wilderness: East Katahdin 
Doubleday. 290p. $4.95. (I) 


sequel Justice Douglas’ Wilderness: The 
Pacific Northwest (cf. vol. 20, 383), this valu- 
able and handsome volume and makes richly re- 
warding reading. The black-and-white illustrations are 
Francis Lee Jaques, with end-paper maps Palacios. 
The intrepid hiker and naturalist who also Supreme 
Court Judge describes the “Maroon Bells” Colorado 
near Aspen; the Wind River Mountains Wyoming; 
the Virgin River area Utah, Baboquivari peak near 
the Mexican border Arizona; the beauties the 
lakes surrounding Quetico National Park Canada 
and the United States the western end Lake Su- 
Moving eastward, there are chapters the 
Everglades Florida; the Smoky Mountain National 
Park which divided between Tennessee and North 
Carolina; the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal from Wash- 
ington, Cumberland, Maryland; the White 
Mountains New Hampshire; Allagash northern 
Maine near the Canadian border; and, finally, Mt. 
Katahdin the Baxter State Park Maine. His relish 
for the unspoiled natural beauty these preserves 
should inspire many another follow his footsteps for 
rewarding tiring vacation city noise and ugli- 


SELLERS 


Adamson, Joy Living Free 2008, 
Brace World. Oct. 16, 1961. 161p. $5.95. Jan 


The story lioness which was tamed the Adam- 
sons the African bush country and which had Fra 
taught hunt for itself when the Adamsons had 
leave, story which unpredictably became runaway Mary 
best-seller last year, here continued. The lioness, Elsa, 
had remained friendly with her early friends, but even 
they had not foreseen that she would bring her cubs Paul 
them and, contrary predictions other observers, the 
remained affectionate with the Adamsons and The 
same time devoted her wild mate and the three cubs. 
Mrs. Adamson writes with directness 
either sentimentality the zoological technicalities that 
frequently make books about animals either gushy peared 
fussy. There good deal suspense developed, too, dine, 
Elsa must evade not only crocodiles, elephants, and and 
buffaloes, but also poachers huting her hide. epi- 
logue tells the fate Elsa and her three cubs. Sir 
Julian Huxley supplies introduction. less Philip 
markable than the story are the numerous photographs, script 
pages them, throughout the text. fascinating doe: 
book, shculd attract even more readers than did the 


previous Born Free. Loring, 

Simple 

Pocket Print and Reprint 

Fiction: his 
Signet makes available three Sinclair Lewis’ most Non-F 
popular novels, Main Street, (CT93. $0.75; 
Babbit, (CT91, $0.75; and Arrowsmith, general 


92, $0.75; Ila) Also from Signet new trans 
Notes from Underground, (CP90, $0.60; which 

also contains Nights,” “The Dream Ridicu- 
lous Man” and selections from “The House the 
Dead” Old Creole Days George Washington 


Cable, (CP84, $0.60; Ila), stories old New Orleans 
The Private Papers Henry Ryecroft George 
Gissing, (CP77, $0.60; IIa) and Richard 


first angry novel Native Son, (CT81, $0.75; IIb) poratio 
the Dutton Everyman Paperback series Jane Austen’s 
Emma, (1024, $1.65; I), heads list additional titles 
which include: Gulliver’s Travels Jonathan Swift, subject: 
series collection Russian Short Stories, translated 
lings Pushkin, Gogol, Tolstoy, Gorky, Chekhov, 
Andreyev, Kuprin, and the less widely known Koro 
lenko, Chirikov and Sologub, (1758, $1.35; 
other Jane Austen reprint Mansfield Park the Dell 
ceptionally handy book Norma Lorre Goodrich, 
The Medieval Myths, (Mentor 345, $0.50; I), which dan 
retells the tales Beowulf, Peredur, Roland, Sifrit “Pengu 
(Siegfried), Prince Igor, The Cid, and Berta Ila), 
gary. 
What was first published Garden Cucum- 
bers,” ariotously funny novel Poyntz Tyler, re- 
titled Take Easy—But Take the Pocketbook Ment: 

print, (6090, $0.35; I), (cf. 75, vol. Ludwig 
Bemelmans’ Are You Hungry, Are You Cold, (Signet 
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ing Free $0.60; IIb, cf, 205, vol. 20) All Fall Down 
James Herlihy, (Pocketbook GC118, $0.50; Ila, 
vol. 20, 201) The Durian Tree Michael 

Adam- (M4225, $0.35; cf. vol. 19, 410) Gillian 
Frank Yerby, (GC109, $0.50, IV, cf. 322, vol. 20) 
had The Scarlet Lily Edward Murphy’s novel about 
runaway Mary Magdalene, (AS210, $0.50; cf. 163, vol. 
ess, Els The Moneyman Thomas Costain, (M7502, 
but even cf. 72, vol. and best bargain all, 
her Paul Horgan’s Distant Trumpet, stirring story 
bservers, the Southwest, (Crest 475, $0.95; cf. 49, vol. 20). 
without War Stories, edited Bob Considine, (Crest 480, 

ities that are “true” only the sense that they ap- 
peared first magazine; represented are Consi- 
ped, too, dine, Forester, Liebling, Rickenbacker, Fletcher Pratt, 
nts, and and seven others Irving Shulman has turned out 
novelized form the dance-drama West Side Story 
Sit released film form, (GC122, $0.50; IIb) 
Philip Yordan, scenarist for the film, novelized his film 


script King Kings, (M5036, $0.50; IIb), which fails, 
scinating does the film, make much more Jesus Christ 
did the than popular prophet With This Ring Emilie 
Loring, (Bantam 2310, $0.40; I), familiar enough 
escape fiction aimed the female reader. The Best 
Simple Langston Hughes, Hilland Wang (AC39, 
$1.65; IIb), selection what considers the best 
his stories about negro Everyman named Simple. 


Non-Fiction: 
James Newman has edited twelve essays under the 


general title What Science?, (W1076, $0.90; 
which such authors Julian Huxley, Bertrand Russell, 
Erich Fromm, Jacob Bronowski, name but four, are 


which represented essays “especially written for this volume” 


Freu 


Orleans American Economic Policy Since 1789 edited 


George Letwin, (Anchor 280, $1.45; which 
material such topics Tariffs, Cor- 
poration Law, Central Banking, Antitrust Legislation, 
Austen’s Monetary and Income Tax Policy, Immigration, Agri- 


titles cultural Price Supports, Conservation and other allied 
Asylums, (Anchor A277, $1.45; not reprint 
and should special interest sociology students; 
its chief concern with patients mental institutions, 
although inmates other “total institutions” are con- 
American Social Thought, (ACS 40, $1.65; 
the authors which are John Dewey, Samuel 
Gompers, William James, Eugene Debs, Jane Adams 
and Thorsten Veblen; there are essays each 
Dell different The Supreme Court the United 
States study the purpose, performance and busi- 
the “board nine” Paul Freund, (meri- 
dan 132, $1.35; Ila) The Stagnant Society, 
“Penguin Special” Michael Shanks, (189, $0.95; 
studies the reasons for the decline economic 

strength Britain and suggests course action 
the situation Also from Penguin and 
labelled “special” are two essays capital punish- 
Ment: Hanged the Neck Arthur Koestler and 
Ludwig Rolph, (197, $0.85; and Hanged Error 


(Signet Leslie Hale, (196, $0.85; IIa), consider the philoso- 
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phy and the effectiveness capital punishment and, 
the latter instance, cases which innocent victims 
have been deprived life. 

The Status Seekers Vance Packard, (GC 601, $0.60; 
IIa, cf. 68, vol. 19), flamboyant and angry in- 
dictment the keep-up-with-and-ahead-of-the-Joneses 
spirit the The Human Side Animals also 
Vance Packard revision earlier pocket- 
reprint what was titled “Animal IQ” 1950; from 
one can better understand how Mr. Packard came 
write “The Hidden Persuaders,” which might 
called the animal side humans Philosophy for 
Pleasure Hector Hawton attempt present 
the history man’s search for explanation the 
world and himself, written language for “the lay- 
man,” that non-technical terms, (Premier d75, $0.50; 
IIa) The Dry and Lawless Years John Lyle 
account the Prohibition Era Chicago seen 
from judge’s bench, the judge who more than any 
other helped break the gang empire, (Dell F162, 
$0.50; Not For Love Virginia MaManus 
the autobiography call girl, (Dell F159, $0.50; IIb, 
cf. 363, vol. 20) Confessions English Opium 
Eater Thomas Quincey Everyman Paper- 
back reprint the classic autiobiography addiction, 
(1223, $1.25; I). 

Wright Miller’s Russians People, (Dutton 85, $1.35; 
The Family Chronicle Aksakov M.C. 
Beverley’s translation presents the Russia the last 
century, specifically opening its Eastern frontier this 
autobiography, (D86, $1.55; Come the Opera 
Stephen Williams, (Premier 136, $0.75; I), 
introduction music-drama way considering the 
better known works some composers operas; 
introduces the amateur musical themes and arias, 
mentions the great singers, and general fine in- 
troductory handbook Willi Apel and Ralph 
Daniel have collaborated the Harvard Brief Diction- 
ary Music, (W-589, $0.60; Dictionary 
Colorful French Slanguage and Colloquialisms 
Etienne and Simone Deak, Dutton paperback orig- 
inal and should interest anyone who has been exposed 
toe highschool and college French French films, 
(D87, $1.35; Art Buchwald’s first collection 
his Paris columns, Don’t Forget Write, (F144, 
$0.50; cf. 179, vol. 20) Those Crazy Mixed-up 
Kids Harold Dunn teacher’s collection class- 
room boners and funny enough brighten gray 
day, (Signet 1851, $0.35; I). 

Theater: 

The ANTA series “distinguished plays,” published 
Pocketbook under the Washington Square colophon 
usually presents each volume three plays 
content, and the latest “about doctors,” with Henrik 
Ibsen’s Enemy the People,” Sidney Kingsley’s 
“Men White,” and Sidney Howard’s “Yellow Jack,” 
edited Joseph Mersand and titled Three Plays About 
Doctors, (W-656, $0.60; Three Great French 
Plays, edited Vernon Loggins, (Premier 138, $0.50; 
I), contains Corneille’s “Polyeucte,” Racine’s “Phedre,” 
and Moliere’s “The Hypochondriac” Anthony Dent 
editor International Modern Plays, (DEP 
$1.35), which contains five plays, one each Strind- 
berg, Hauptmann, the Capeks, Cocteau, and Luigi 
Chiarelli Anchor supplements two previous vol- 
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umes Ibsen third, under the title Hedda Gabler, 
(A215c, $1.45; although there are also contained 
“The Pillars Society,” “The Wild Duck,” “Little 
Eyolf.” One wishes that the three had been designed 
the same, cover and spine allows Humor 
interconnected one-act plays recently produced “off- 
Broadway” The Living Shakespeare, edited 
Robert Gittings, collection essays various 
knowledgeable people, such Margaret Webster, Ty- 
rone Guthrie, Leslie Hotson, David Daiches, among 
others, and, are not mistaken, they were originally 
prepared series 15-minute talks for BBC, (Pre- 
mier 137, $0.50; The Origin Attic Comedy 
Cornford has been edited and added 
Theodore Gaster, (Anchor 263, $1.45; IIa) Martin 
Esslin surveys Samuel Beckett, 
Genet, and other similar way-out writers for the stage 
The Theatre the Absurd, (A279, $1.45; IIa). 


Poetry: 


Volumes and VII the English Masterpieces series 
from Prentice Hall, are devoted Romantic and Vic- 
torian Poetry, which William Frost editor, and 
Modern Poetry, under the combined editorship May- 
nard Mack, Leonard Dean and William Frost. In- 
tended paperback edition for use classroom 
texts, they deserve being brought the attention the 
general reader, ($1.95 ea.) Angel Flores edits 
Anthology Spanish Poetry, (from Garcilaso Garcia 
Lorca), which the English translations are printed 
the first half the book, the Spanish original the 
latter half. something companion volume 
Anchor’s similar French anthology, (A268, $1.45; 
Dolphin reprints Nonsense Anthology which 
was edited Carolyn Wells, (C224. $0.95; 
Palgrave’s Golden Treasury reprinted Dutton 
its Everyman Paperback series, (1096, $1.35; and 
Dell adds its Laurel Poetry series volume each 
Ben Jonson, edited John Hollander, (LB152, $0.35; 
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Inspirational: 


Allison Peers’ translation St. Teresa 
Interior Castle now available Image edition| 
newly added Image titles are Woman 
the Sun, collection eight essays many 
ent apparitions Our Lady, edited John 
(118, $0.85; The Greatest Story Ever Told 
Fulton Oursler, (121, $0.95; cf. 230, vol. 
The Soul the Apostolate Dom 
translated Thomas Merton, (124, 
St. Augustine Hippo Dominican father 
Pope, (119, $1.35; more than 
the life the great bishop; examines also his| 
thought and its impact subsequent centuries 
Christian thought The Catholic Viewpoint 
revised edition, (125, $0.75; cf. 62, vol. 18) 
and Our Children Mary Reed Newland 
cerned with the Christian children 
family, (123, $0.85; Marry, with Love, 
Virginia and Louis Baldwin Ali Saints Press 
print much recommended “guide happy mar 
riage,” (212, $0.50; Shepherd’s Tartan the 
autobiography Sister Mary Jean Dorcy, teacher, 
artist, and nun the Dominican order, (AS 
$0.50; Pope John XXIII biography which 
Zsolt Aradi, James Tucek and O’Neill 
ated, has added chapter Glenn Kittler 
forthcoming ecumenical council, (Dell X13, $0.75; 
Glenn Kittler also author The Papal Princes, 
history the “college Cardinals,” (Dell $24, 
$0.60; The Ancient Library Qumran 
Cross, Jr., revised edition his 
Haskell Lectures, (Anchor 272, $1.25; 
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